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Pastor’s Porch

What We Practiced This Summer
Reflections on “The Practice of Belonging”

This summer, our worship together centered on a single idea: belonging is not a feeling that
arrives all at once, nor a place we finally reach. It's a practice — something we enter into imperfectly,
again and again, at some cost, and always together. Over nine Sundays, from May 31 through July
26, we tried to build worship around that idea, and | want to share what | learned along the way as
part of my doctoral work at Columbia Theological Seminary.

Each week's sermon grew out of the lectionary texts, but the series itself evolved as it went. Every
title shifted somewhat from what | first planned, and a few weeks' scripture pairings changed too.
On Pride Sunday, for instance, | set aside a text I'd originally planned and preached from Psalm 89
instead, letting a psalm about steadfast love carry the week's welcome. That kind of adjusting, week
to week, in response to what a given Sunday actually needed, turned out to be part of the practice
itself — not a departure from the plan, but belonging shown in real time.

One of the additions to our worship this summer was the “Neighbor Moment” — a short pause
where I'd ask a question connected to that week's sermon, and you'd turn to someone near you and
share. On the first Sunday, it took a little while for people to settle into it. By the end of the series, it
had become something many of you told me you looked forward to — a place for real connection in
the middle of worship, not just around the edges of it.

| also want to say thank you. Many of you filled out the feedback sheets in the bulletin nearly
every week, and that data told me something real. Across all nine weeks, the vast majority of
responses said worship felt welcoming and meaningful — and from late June on, nearly every single
response across every question was strongly positive. When | asked how worship made you feel in
just one word, you wrote things like connected, welcomed, hopeful, relaxed, part of community,
wanted, involved. A few of you wrote harder words too — challenging, unsettled, nervous —
especially on the weeks that asked something real of us, like “The Cost of Practice” and “Practicing
Honestly.” I'm grateful for that honesty. Belonging that costs nothing usually isn't belonging at all —
it's just comfort. The fact that some weeks stretched you, and you told me so, is itself a sign the
series was doing what it set out to do.

A few of your comments have stayed with me: “There are more visitors!” — “I like talking to our
neighbors.” — “Communion was special today. Songs with meaningful words.” These aren't just kind
notes. They're evidence of a congregation practicing belonging together on ordinary Sundays, in
small, specific ways.

What I'm taking from this summer is something | hope stays with our worship long after this
series ends: belonging isn't something a single sermon, a single Sunday, or a single pastor can
deliver on their own. It's something a whole congregation practices, person to person, week after
week — in who greets who at the door, who sits with who during the Neighbor Moment, who stays
to talk after the service ends. Thank you for practicing it with me this summer.

Peace in God's Love,
Pastor Elizabeth




Sermons for September

Sept 6 — Blood on the Doorpost

Exodus 12:1-14; Matthew 18:15-20

Belief isn't private assent — it's a mark placed where
others can see it, and it's what holds a community
together when reconciliation is on the line.

Conversations with Moses about Belief
A ten-week fall series, September 13th - November
22nd.

Summer asked what it means to belong. August
asked what it costs to answer a call. This fall asks the
harder question underneath both: what does it take
to actually believe — not just once, but across a
whole wilderness, with a land you don't always get to
enter yourself.

Moses walks with us the whole way — sometimes
speaking through the Old Testament reading itself,
sometimes standing just off to the side of the Gospel
text, asking what he'd recognize in Jesus' words
about forgiveness, wages, and the kingdom. We'll
follow him from the parting sea to the mountaintop
view he never gets to walk into, and let that
unfinished ending sit rather than rushing to resolve
it. Belief, this series argues, isn't a feeling you arrive
at. It's a practice you keep — especially when you
don't get to see how the story ends.

Sept 13 — The Far Side of the Sea

Exodus 14:19-31; Matthew 18:21-35

Crossing to freedom doesn't cancel what's still owed
on either side; belief has to reckon with forgiveness
in the same breath as rescue.

Sept 20 — Enough for Today

Exodus 16:2-15; Matthew 20:1-16

Belief lives in the daily, ungrudging economy of
manna and grace — not in what's fair by our own
accounting.

Sept 27 — Is the Lord Among Us?

Exodus 17:1-7; Matthew 21:23-32

Belief is tested less by dramatic doubt than by the
ordinary question of whether God is present in
what's right in front of us — and by whose authority
we're willing to ask that question at all.

Worship Team

Do you normally watch the service on Facebook?
Tired of having the service interrupted mid-
service? We are too! We want you to know that
these interruptions are out of our control and are
not due to anything our team is doing. We are
currently working diligently to get resolution of
the issue. In the meantime, the service can be
viewed using our YouTube page at
https://www.youtube.com/@ycucc. We thank you
for your patience and will let you know when the
issue has been resolved.

€9 © YouTube

Lori Redmon and Diane Stablein
Worship Media Team

Fellowship Ministry

Join us for Bingo on September 3rd
at 1:00 pm!

All ages are welcome to play for
FREE!



https://www.youtube.com/@ycucc

From the Desk of the Chair

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart.” -Hebrews 4:12

September - to me, a month of action.
e School has started
Sunday School begins
Choir is back singing for us
Youth group meets regularly again
Bible study is in session
Book club is offering a new selection

Wednesday night dinners begin
Check the calendar for time and places!

house at least).

Rummage sale is on our minds (or is it always)

Time for harvesting our gardens, enjoy what's left of the flowers, and accept the weeds won (at my

We are all trying to do things God's way, but we don't always succeed. Being in community with
others can help guide us as we seek God for direction and clarification.

So, maybe | will see you at the church picnic, or Bingo, or the Ministry Fair. Explore what is
offered if you have some time to spare in your busy life. It can be a lot of fun, and you learn a lot

about yourself and others.

Blessings to all,
Sue Kimes
SLT Chairperson

Bible Study

Context by Josh Scott, looks at verses we may
know by heart but may not know the people,
places, and times that give them meaning. Join
us for this study, starting September 9™ at 5:00
pm. Books are available in the office for $15. See
Pastor Elizabeth with any questions.

Sunday School

Sunday School is just around the corner! The
first day of Sunday School for PreK-12" grade is
September 20™. Our 7th-12" grade class will
resume at 9:00 am, before worship. Our PreK-6"
grade classes will continue during our weekly
Sunday Worship.

All students from birth through 18 need to
register for Sunday School, including our
students only attending Youth Group.

https://forms.gle/6i1)JHoeVPVezKbsn6
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SL.T Vacancies

If you are looking for a place to serve, please
consider serving here:

Vice Chair:

Member of YCUCC

Have interpersonal, leadership, and basic
computer skills

Be willing to devote the time needed to the
position

Move into the Chairperson position after
two years

Support the Chairperson

Meet as needed with the Chair and Pastor
Serve on Visioning

Collections

Donations are needed for our Little
Library and Micro-Pantry. If you are
able to donate, please drop off items at
any time in the plastic bins by the coat
rack in the Narthex.

Micro-pantry needed items:

e Macaroni and Cheese

¢ Instant meals

e Canned meat (e.g., tuna, chicken)
® Rice (rice-a-roni goes FAST)

¢ |nstant oatmeal

e Travel-sized toiletries

e Tampons and pads

e Diapers (all sizes)

e Toilet Paper

Upcoming Events

September 2"- Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm)
September 3 Bingo (1:00 pm)

September 5™- Touch-a-Truck (12:00 pm)
September 7*"- OFFICE CLOSED (Labor Day)
September 9*- Wednesday Dinner (5:00 pm)
September 9™- Youth Group (7:00 pm)
September 10™- Finance and SLT Meetings
September 20"- First Day of Sunday School
September 20"- Annual Church Picnic

Chancel Choir

The Chancel Choir rehearsals have begun!
Looking for a fun evening of Music? Join in on
the fun on Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. The Choir will resume singing on Sunday
mornings, September 13th. Maybe you sang in
High School, but it's been years since you've
been in a choir. We want YOU! Maybe you sing
along with the radio, or the dog thinks you
sound great in the shower. We want YOU! Or,
maybe you love music but have never been in
a choir. Now is your time to give it a try! All are
welcome! In the world of choral music, the
richness of sound comes not just from the
notes themselves but from the diverse voices
that bring them to life. Come, join in the fun,
fellowship, and family of the Chancel Choir as
we strive to enhance our worship experience
with God’s wonderful gift of music. Got
questions?? Contact Leslie Inukai at
Leslie.inukai@gmail.com or talk to any current
Chancel Choir Member. Hope to see you soon!
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Outreach
Ministry

Our church has a wonderful opportunity
to introduce ourselves to the community
during Yorkville's Hometown Days
celebration on Labor Day weekend.

On Saturday, Sept. 5, from noon to 3, we
are sponsoring Touch a Truck. This event,
in the parking lot of the Beecher

Community Building on Game Farm Road,

gives kids a chance to climb on and into
fire trucks, police cars, buses and other
vehicles.

While kids are checking out the vehicles,
we can hand out information about our
church and its programs to their parents.

We need church members to help in two
shifts- from 11:30 to 1:30 and then from
1:30 to 3:30. Help is needed to set up and
take down the tent and table and to hand
out information. We will provide water
and shade to keep you cool.

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

KVILLE

ARKS & RECREATION

'

Kathy Farren
Outreach Shepherd

Missions
Ministry

Are you looking forward to a SOUP SUNDAY
at YCUCC? Our first fall Soup Sunday will be
on October 11th, with money raised for the
Special Olympics. November 8th will be the
next one, with money raised for the Kendall
County Food Pantry. Mark your calendars.
The Missions Ministry thanks everyone, from
our soup makers, bakers, and helpers, to
make this happen. Look for the sign-up
sheet posted on the bulletin board in the
narthex come September.

Neighbors In Need (NIN) 5 for 5 Offering will
be collected in October.

June Davis
Missions Shepherd

6



Daybreak

It's a shame that everyone who provides
food for Daybreak Homeless Shelter can't
hear the residents express their
appreciation. They are out offering to help
us carry the food in; they say thanks as their
trays are filled; stop back after eating to say
how great the food was; and are still yelling
thanks as we leave. Homemade sloppy joes,
homemade desserts, along with the buns,
chips, fruit, and vegetables, make a popular
lunch. If you've contributed to the lunch in
the past, rest assured it was much
appreciated.

And whether you've helped in the past or
not, you have the opportunity to contribute
to the lunch that will be served on Friday,
Sept. 18. We will need some cooks to make
sloppy joes (3 pounds each), a couple of
bakers to make desserts, and some
generous folks to buy buns, coleslaw or
green beans, and applesauce. If you would
love to help but have limited time, we can
also use cash donations, and we will shop
for you.

If you can help, contact Kathy Farren at
edpub@earthlink.net.

Those who provided food in July were Jean
Anderson, Goldie Behrens, Salli Walden,
Sandy Ramirez, Tim Andrus, Sandy
Lindblom, Mary McCracken, Connie
Pierrepont, Lori Redmon, Sue Kimes, and
Kathy Farren.

Questions?
Contact Kathy Farren.

Love Your
Neighbor

“My much-loved friends, love each other, for
love comes from the Great Spirit. All who
love have been born of him and know him.”
-1 John 4:7 (First Nations Version)

\ i
Loye i | ___'
e B s

Summer Collection
Thank you to all who donated items for our
collection

International Tasting of Our Refugee
Neighbors

Come and participate in our International
Tasting to celebrate World Refugee Sunday
as well as World Communion Sunday, Oct
4th, in Fellowship Hall. Please stay and enjoy
foods from regions where refugees come
from. This tasting will be in the format of
Soup Sundays. You do not need to bring a
dish to enjoy the food. However, if you are
adventurous and want to try a recipe, we will
have some recipes for you to explore, or
bring one that you know!

Questions?
Contact Diane Stablein.

7/
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Ministry Fair

i
e |

y

Learn more about groups at YCUCC at Ministry Fair

(Enjoy a hot dog and maybe win a prize!)

Ever thought about joining the church choir? Wondering just what the Love Your Neighbor (LYN)
group does? Or the Altar Guild? Or Building and Grounds Ministry? Want to get more involved in
YCUCC, but you're not sure how? Then you need to put the Sunday, Sept. 27 Ministry Fair on your
calendar!

Every ministry and organization at Yorkville Congregational United Church of Christ has been invited
to have a table with information about their group in Fellowship Hall after worship that Sunday. They
would all welcome more members, more help, and fresh ideas.

You will be able to ask questions, talk to the folks involved, and learn more about what they do and
how you might fit in.

Every time you visit a table, you will get a ticket that is a chance to win a gift card. Winning tickets will
be drawn throughout the event. Limit of one prize per person.

In addition to information and prizes, you can enjoy a hot dog lunch.
It all starts right after worship on Sunday, Sept. 27.

You won't want to miss it!

Does your group need a table at the Ministry Fair?

If your ministry or group would like a table at the Ministry Fair, just email adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org
by Monday, Sept. 21. That will ensure that enough tables are set up in the Narthex.

All we ask is that each group provide a $10 gift card for a prize. You can decorate or set up the table as
you wish with information, photos, or even treats! There will be time on Saturday, Sept. 26, to set up
the displays. If you prepared a tri-fold display for the last Ministry Fair, it will be available to use again.
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Children and Youth Christian Education

This past July, right as we were wrapping up a wonderful VBS week, |
completed a motivating, 6-month youth ministry certificate program through
the Institute for Youth Ministry at Princeton Theological Seminary. This
experience provided a dedicated time to reflect on our rich history at YCUCC,
evaluate our youth programming, and learn practical strategies to serve our
young people with greater intention and care.

A central focus of my coursework was learning and applying Sacred
Listening, the spiritual discipline of listening to others without judgment or
interruption. Research shows that over 70% of teens build deep, lasting trust
when an adult simply sits with them, listens, and remembers what they share.

In my conversations with our youth, they shared the overwhelming daily pressure they navigate—
from academic and extracurricular demands to jobs, plans, and personal challenges. They expressed a
profound need for safe spaces to unpack these stresses, discuss mental health openly, and feel
accepted without the expectation of having everything figured out.

To broaden my perspective, | also gathered feedback from alumni, local educators, and community
members. Youth group alumni reflected on how meaningful YCUCC was as a non-judgmental
foundation during their formative years. Educators emphasized the intense social and academic
pressures students carry daily, underscoring the vital role churches play in supporting teens' emotional
well-being. Meanwhile, local community members expressed appreciation for our visible outreach—
such as our micropantry, little library, and annual rummage sales—and encouraged us to continue
offering hands-on service opportunities where youth can lead.

Mapping out our church'’s history reminded me that adapting to serve love and justice is in our DNA.
From our historical connection to the Underground Railroad at the Chapel on the Green to our youth-
led journey in 2015 to become an Open and Affirming congregation, YCUCC has long answered the call
to be a sanctuary for all.

Moving forward, | am excited to implement practical ideas from this course, such as strengthening
intergenerational partnerships in service projects, placing free, accessible resources (like personal
hygiene items or mental health info) in private spaces around the church, such as near our micro-
pantry and little library, and ensuring our youth room remains a welcoming and safe space where
every student knows they are seen, valued, and heard.

| am deeply grateful for this congregation’s ongoing support and for allowing me the opportunity to
grow as a leader. | look forward to continuing this meaningful journey with all of you.

With deep appreciation,
Robin Campos
Christian Education Director




Fall Rummage and Bake Sale

Yo YCUCC's 2026 Fall Rummage & Bake Sale
- = Friday, October 23rd, 9:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 24th, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

FROM JUNK >>TO TREASURES DONATING A LARGER ITEM
o , , FOR THE RUMMAGE SALE?
Dig into your overflowing closets, cabinets, Call Dave Farren directly at 630.220.7095
and clean out garages & basements! or Tony Houle at 815.546.1061 to discuss
an item/s to donate and schedule a Building
** ALL DONATIONS ** & Grounds pickup on Tuesday, October 20th,
Must be clean, stain-free, no holes/rips 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., or text a picture of
Basically, in GOOD condition your donation for pre-approval!
Please use safety pins B&G pickup service offered ONLY"
to secure matchlng outfits for our YCUCC Church Fam//y_l

Donation Acceptance Dates:
Sunday, October 18th: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. | Monday & Tuesday, October 19th & 20th: 8:30 a.m. -
7:00 p.m.

Furniture Donation Guidelines
Furniture Accepted: Living Room, Bedroom, Dining Room, Office, and Outdoor Furniture (Not Accepted:
Sofas/Loveseats, Entertainment Centers, China Hutches)

Electronics
All donations must be in good, working condition.

Items we ‘Cannot’ Accept as Donations
Sofas/Loveseats; Entertainment Centers; China Hutches; Construction debris; Large appliances;
Tube TVs and Flat Screen TVs larger than 48", Computers/Monitors/Printers; Typewriters;
Land/Cell phones; Fax equipment; Infant/Child car and/or booster seats; All mattresses, box springs,
cribs

Volunteer Sign-up Sheets will be posted September 20th in the Narthex for the following:
1.Set-up: Sunday, October 18, 2026 - immediately following the worship service
2.Extra help throughout the week of the sale from our YCUCC Church Family:
a.Sorting/Organizing donated items (Volunteer to fit ‘your’ schedule)
b.Help Bake Sale Chair Sandy Lindblom by baking items and/or providing treats.
c.Bake Sale Set-up & Preparations from 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 22nd
d.Friday and/or Saturday Sale Days, October 23rd & 24th
3.Tear-down: 12:00 p.m. - @ 2:00/2:30 p.m., Saturday, October 24th

Peg Trumble Kathy Farren Sandy Lindblom
JOY Circle Chair Interim Rummage Sale Chair Bake Sale Chair
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Green Team

“Green Choices - Big Impact”

Choices we make in our everyday lives impact the
health of our personal spaces and the larger
environment. On Thursday, October 15, at 7:00 pm,
a program will be presented by Marta Keane,

a career environmentalist.

Marta will give insight on our habits as consumers
of “stuff’ — where we get it, what we do with it,
and what happens to that stuff after it is no longer
needed or wanted. She will offer ideas on how to
think ‘out-of-the-box’ to make simple and effective
changes to improve our lives and our health.

With intentional thought and decision-making, we can find easy ways to save money, to improve our
living conditions, and to lessen harm to our earth.

A slide show presentation will take place in the sanctuary, with time for Q and A, and followed by light
refreshments in the narthex. You can expect to take away some fresh ideas to make greener choices
with big impact.

Marta worked for 20 years as Will County Recycling Program Specialist and Chair of the lllinois Product
Stewardship Council. She currently is employed by The Battery Network as a Regional State
Stewardship Manager.

The program, hosted by the YCUCC Green Team, is open to all in the congregation as well as the
Yorkville community.

Interested in learning more about the Green Team?
Join them at 6:30 pm on the first Monday of every
month.
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Adult Education

Form a New Practice This Fall

As the kids head back to school, this is the perfect time to establish a new personal education
practice. Finding just 20 minutes a day for Bible study, spiritual reading, or prayer can transform your
routine. Every morning, | wake up early to dedicate time to my own spiritual practices, reading, and
learning Spanish.

#; Fall Book Study Announcement

P[]VERTY Join our first-ever crossover event!

The Spiritual Development Group (SDG) and Love Your Neighbor are partnering this

fall. Together, we will dive into Poverty Abolitionists: Faith, Activism, and Hope for
Difficult Times by David Beckmann. Come engage in meaningful study, community

LS reflection, and deep discussion.

DAVID BECKMANN

Reading & Discussion Schedule
All sessions meet on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
e September 8
o Read: Foreword and Insights 1-4 (pages x-39)
e September 22
o Read: Insight 5 and Strategies 1-2 (pages 41-74)
e October 6
o Read: Strategies 3-7 (pages 75-128)
e October 27 (3 weeks after prior session)
o Read: Strategies 8-10 and The Path Toward Ending Poverty Leads Us Closer to God (pages
129-157)
o Note on Scheduling: Classes generally meet every other week. We are taking a three-week
gap before our final session on October 27 to accommodate the church rummage sale.

Classes will be held both online and in person. Contact Diane Stablien (YCUCCTech@yorkville-ucc.org)
for the online joining information and Aimee List (ajlsan1@hotmail.com) with any questions.

Aimee List
Adult Education Shepherd
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In Our Prayers

Those Grieving

Those in Cancer Treatment

Health Concerns
Fred Anderson

Deb Bezroukoff

Rick Falato

Andy Hamblin

Gayle Jacobs

Wyatt Jones

Jonathan Lamp
Laurie Strong

Doug Trumble

Fred Anderson
Dave Encinas
Gayle Jacobs

General Concerns
The Prochaska Family
The Mendell Family

Hombound & Assisted Living

Finley Walker
Finance
$36,000
LN
$32,000
Monthly Budgeted Income $28,106.50
$28,000
$27,497 $27,207 $27,497 $27,207
$24,000 Actual Actual
July July
Income Expenses
$20,000
YORKVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
ey N UNITED CHURCH
W/ OF CHR
a Just world for aII

$12,000

$8,000 -

Income
Surplus
(Shortage)
$4,000
. 290 July $290
3 — u —
Budget !!5151
July Surplas Average
$(4,000) (Shortage)
slncome wExpense mOperating (Shortage) or Surplus mBudget Shortage
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Birthdays

Rick Falato
Carrie DeFuss
Joe Runkle
Hunter Springer
Jasper Parrilli-Trumble
Dan Gette
Adam Kolowski
Kristine Arch
Finley Walker
Tracy Andrus
Judy Iverson
Dawn Mulligan
Brett Rhodes
Emilia Lewis
Fred Anderson
Julie Kline
Sandy Ramirez
Elise Phillipp
Katie Niesen
Amber Anderson
Maddy Gawne
Caleb Pansera
Mae Herron
Betty Naden
Lori Runkle

Ellie Gentile
Mariah Cathey
Lauren Ciccolini
Jeff Dillow

Jon Runkle
Matthew Johnson
Mark Gregory

02
02
02
02
03
06
06
07
07
08
13
14
14
14
15
16
16
16
17
18
18
19
20
21
21
21
22
22
23
23
23
29

Anniversaries
9/04 Frank & Phyllis Yabsley 44 Years
9/04 Aimee & Troy List 27 Years
9/14 Hunter & Emily Springer 2 Years
9/17 Scott & Amy Corwin 43 Years
9/19 Fred & Connie Dickson 62 Years
9/20 Allan & Beth Goss 46 Years

9/21 Matthew & Christine Johnson 30 Years
9/22 Ben & Regina Moe 25 Years
9/23 Joe & Diane Stablein 9 Years

Liturgical
Calendar

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN
Ex 12:1-14 and Matt 18:15-20

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN
Ex 14:19-31 and Matt 18:21-35

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN
Ex 16:2-15 and Matt 20:1-16

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN
Ex 17:1-7 and Matt 21:23-32

Date Liturgists Sermon Titles
Carrie
9/6/2026 DeFuss Blood on the Doorpost
9/13/2026 Kathy The Far Side of the Sea
Farren

9/20/2026 Kathy

Enough for Toda
Farren & y

Sandy
9/27/2026 deRidder

Is the Lord Among Us?

15
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Yorkville Congregational ﬁ
United Church of Christ 5\
409 Center Parkway }
Yorkville, IL 60560 =

Phone: (630) 553-7308
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org
Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org

Like, Follow, and Share us on Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, and now on
TikTok!

flolols

@yorkvilleucc @yorkvilleucc  @yorkvilleucc  @yorkvilleucc



	The Happenings
	Septemeber 2026
	Our Staff
	About Us
	Our Shepherds

	One of the additions to our worship this summer was the “Neighbor Moment” — a short pause where I'd ask a question connected to that week's sermon, and you'd turn to someone near you and share. On the first Sunday, it took a little while for people to settle into it. By the end of the series, it had become something many of you told me you looked forward to — a place for real connection in the middle of worship, not just around the edges of it.
	Sermons for September
	Sept 6 — Blood on the Doorpost
	Exodus 12:1–14; Matthew 18:15–20
	Belief isn't private assent — it's a mark placed where others can see it, and it's what holds a community together when reconciliation is on the line.

	Conversations with Moses about Belief
	A ten-week fall series, September 13th – November 22nd.
	Summer asked what it means to belong. August asked what it costs to answer a call. This fall asks the harder question underneath both: what does it take to actually believe — not just once, but across a whole wilderness, with a land you don't always get to enter yourself.
	Moses walks with us the whole way — sometimes speaking through the Old Testament reading itself, sometimes standing just off to the side of the Gospel text, asking what he'd recognize in Jesus' words about forgiveness, wages, and the kingdom. We'll follow him from the parting sea to the mountaintop view he never gets to walk into, and let that unfinished ending sit rather than rushing to resolve it. Belief, this series argues, isn't a feeling you arrive at. It's a practice you keep — especially when you don't get to see how the story ends.

	Sept 13 — The Far Side of the Sea
	Exodus 14:19–31; Matthew 18:21–35
	Crossing to freedom doesn't cancel what's still owed on either side; belief has to reckon with forgiveness in the same breath as rescue.

	Sept 20 — Enough for Today
	Exodus 16:2–15; Matthew 20:1–16
	Belief lives in the daily, ungrudging economy of manna and grace — not in what's fair by our own accounting.

	Sept 27 — Is the Lord Among Us?
	Exodus 17:1–7; Matthew 21:23–32
	Belief is tested less by dramatic doubt than by the ordinary question of whether God is present in what's right in front of us — and by whose authority we're willing to ask that question at all.



	Worship Team
	Lori Redmon and Diane Stablein
	Worship Media Team

	Fellowship Ministry
	Join us for Bingo on September 3rd at 1:00 pm!
	All ages are welcome to play for FREE!

	From the Desk of the Chair
	Bible Study
	Sunday School
	https://forms.gle/6i1JHoeVPVezKbsn6

	SLT Vacancies
	Upcoming Events
	Collections
	Donations are needed for our Little Library and Micro-Pantry. If you are able to donate, please drop off items at any time in the plastic bins by the coat rack in the Narthex.
	Micro-pantry needed items:
	Macaroni and Cheese
	Instant meals
	Canned meat (e.g., tuna, chicken)
	Rice (rice-a-roni goes FAST)
	Instant oatmeal
	Travel-sized toiletries
	Tampons and pads
	Diapers (all sizes)
	Toilet Paper
	September 2nd- Adult Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm)
	September 3rd- Bingo (1:00 pm)
	September 5th- Touch-a-Truck (12:00 pm)
	September 7th- OFFICE CLOSED (Labor Day)
	September 9th- Wednesday Dinner (5:00 pm)
	September 9th- Youth Group (7:00 pm)
	September 10th- Finance and SLT Meetings
	September 20th- First Day of Sunday School
	September 20th- Annual Church Picnic


	Chancel Choir
	The Chancel Choir rehearsals have begun! Looking for a fun evening of Music? Join in on the fun on Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The Choir will resume singing on Sunday mornings, September 13th. Maybe you sang in High School, but it’s been years since you’ve been in a choir. We want YOU! Maybe you sing along with the radio, or the dog thinks you sound great in the shower. We want YOU! Or, maybe you love music but have never been in a choir. Now is your time to give it a try! All are welcome! In the world of choral music, the richness of sound comes not just from the notes themselves but from the diverse voices that bring them to life. Come, join in the fun, fellowship, and family of the Chancel Choir as we strive to enhance our worship experience with God’s wonderful gift of music. Got questions?? Contact Leslie Inukai at Leslie.inukai@gmail.com or talk to any current Chancel Choir Member. Hope to see you soon!

	Outreach Ministry
	Missions  Ministry
	Daybreak
	Love Your Neighbor
	Summer Collection
	International Tasting of Our Refugee Neighbors

	Ministry Fair
	Learn more about groups at YCUCC at Ministry Fair
	(Enjoy a hot dog and maybe win a prize!)


	Children and Youth Christian Education
	With deep appreciation,
	Robin Campos
	Christian Education Director

	Fall Rummage and Bake Sale
	YCUCC’s 2026 Fall Rummage & Bake Sale
	Friday, October 23rd, 9:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Saturday, October 24th, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
	** ALL DONATIONS **
	Donation Acceptance Dates:
	Furniture Donation Guidelines
	Electronics
	Items we ‘Cannot’ Accept as Donations

	Peg Trumble
	JOY Circle Chair
	Kathy Farren
	Interim Rummage Sale Chair
	Sandy Lindblom
	Bake Sale Chair


	Green Team
	“Green Choices - Big Impact”
	Interested in learning more about the Green Team?
	Join them at 6:30 pm on the first Monday of every month.


	Adult Education
	Form a New Practice This Fall
	🍂 Fall Book Study Announcement
	Aimee List
	Adult Education Shepherd

	In Our Prayers
	Those Grieving
	Those in Cancer Treatment
	Health Concerns
	Hombound & Assisted Living
	General Concerns

	Finance
	Birthdays
	Anniversaries
	Liturgical Calendar
	Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
	GREEN
	Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

	GREEN
	Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

	GREEN
	Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

	GREEN

	Our Mission Statement
	Our Vision Statement
	Open and Affirming Covenant
	WISE Covenant
	Yorkville Congregational  United Church of Christ 409 Center Parkway Yorkville, IL 60560
	Like, Follow, and Share us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and now on TikTok!


