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Something New Is Growing This Summer
     I have been looking forward to sharing this with
you. 
     This Summer, we are doing something a little
different together at YCUCC. As part of finishing my
Doctor of Ministry work at Columbia Theological
Seminary, I get to spend this summer paying close
attention to a question that has been sitting with me:

What helps make worship a place where people
truly feel they belong?
     That question is shaping a lot of what I am thinking
about this summer. I will be paying attention to the
words we use, how we sit, the ways we connect, and
how worship can feel like a place where people can
breathe, connect, and feel at home. Not just for those
who have been here for years, but also for the person
walking through our doors for the first time.
     You may notice small community moments woven
into worship this summer—simple opportunities to
turn toward one another and connect. There will be a
short survey you can fill out each week. 

The Practice of Belonging — This Summer's
Sermon Series
     This summer's sermon series is called The Practice
of Belonging. 
     Belonging is interesting because it is not something
most of us simply arrive at one day. It grows over
time. Like friendship. Like faith. Like learning
something new. It happens through showing up,
trying again, trusting others, and sometimes stepping
into places that feel a little uncomfortable before they
begin to feel like home. 
     This summer, we will walk that journey together.

Pastor’s Porch
May 31 — Showing Up 
Luke 1:39–57 Rom. 12:9–16
 "Let love be genuine." — Romans 12:9
      When Mary receives news that changes her life, she
does not stay where she is and try to figure everything
out first. She goes to Elizabeth. She moves toward
someone she trusts. 
     Most of us know what it feels like when someone
simply shows up for us. They may not have had perfect
words. They may not have fixed anything. But they were
there. 
     Sometimes belonging begins long before we
understand what is happening. It begins with simply
showing up for one another.
Community Question: Think of a moment when someone
showed up for you without being asked. What did that
mean to you?
 

June 7 — The Practice of Leaving 
Matthew 9:9–13, 18–26
 "I desire mercy, not sacrifice." — Matthew 9:13
     Jesus keeps reaching toward people whom others
expected him to avoid. Again and again, he stretches
the boundaries of who belongs.
     Sometimes following Jesus means letting go of old
ideas, old assumptions, or old definitions of who is in
and who is out.
     Leaving something behind is not always easy. But
many of us can look back and see that when one door
closed, we discovered something we never expected on
the other side.
Community Question: Think about something you left
behind—a place, a habit, a job, or a way of thinking. What
surprised you on the other side?

June 14 — Practicing Together
 Matthew 9:35–10:8 | Exodus 19:2–8
 "Everything the Lord has spoken we will do." — Exodus
19:8
     Faith was never meant to be lived alone.
     The people at Sinai answered together. Jesus sent
disciples out together.
     There are some things we simply cannot learn by
ourselves. We learn courage together. We learn hope
together. We learn belonging together.
Community Question: Think of someone who helped you
feel less alone during a hard time.
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June 21 — The Cost of Practice
 Matthew 10:24–39 | Jeremiah 20:7–13
 "There is something like a burning fire shut up in
my bones..." — Jeremiah 20:9
     Sometimes when something becomes part of
who we are, it keeps calling us back.
Jeremiah tries to walk away, but cannot. Jesus
reminds his followers that choosing love is not
always choosing comfort.
     The things that matter most in our lives often
ask something from us. Relationships do.
Communities do. Callings do.
     And yet many of us know that some things are
worth staying with.
Community Question: Think of something you kept
doing even when it became difficult. What helped
you keep going?

June 28 — Practicing Trust Pride Sunday 
 Matthew 10:40–42 | Genesis 22:1–14
 "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me." —
Matthew 10:40
      Most of us know what it feels like to take a
step before we know how things will turn out.
     Abraham walks without knowing the ending.
The disciples go without knowing exactly what
they will find. Trust often begins one small step at
a time.
     Jesus reminds us that something sacred
happens when we welcome one another.
Sometimes we discover God's presence in places
we never expected.
Community Question: Think of a time you said yes
before knowing how things would turn out. What
did that feel like?
     I am excited to see where this journey takes us
through the summer. I hope you will come, invite
someone along, and join us as we practice
belonging together. Whoever you are, wherever
you are on life’s journey. 

Peace in God’s Love, 
Pastor Elizabeth

From the Chair
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“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”
–Mark 11:24

     I humbly thank you all for allowing me to serve
you these past four years; two years as your Vice
Chair, followed by two years as your Chairperson. It
has been a position of enlightenment, education,
frustration, joy, and service. It has been my pleasure
and privilege to serve this Congregation. 
     I now pass the torch to my trusty Vice Chair, Sue
Kimes. Sue is ready to serve you and has been
working behind the scenes for the past two years.
The children’s library has been one of her largest
contributions so far. She's been working hard on
Visioning and reaching out to understand what
you'd like to see happen in the church.  You may
remember her puzzle piece project. This yielded
your wants, including commitment to the
community, and actions showing unconditional love,
to name just a few. She’s filled with many more
fresh ideas. 
     I am happy to report that following our annual
meeting, YCUCC is now a WISE (Welcoming,
Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Congregation for
Mental Health. This will let those in the community
living with neurodiversity and substance abuse
challenges know we are a safe environment for
worship. Our WISE covenant will appear on our
website and within our bylaws. 
     The Little Pantry served many families during
the rummage sale. We have been so blessed to be
able to bless the community with an outpouring of
necessary rations in such a trying time. We have
now gone through our supply of overflow and are
again in need of donations. Single-serve pouch
meals, noodle dishes, handheld snacks, and
toiletries are some ideas for donations. We thank
you for your generosity and willingness to help
keep this ministry going.

Blessings,
Carrie DeFuss

SLT Chairperson

Pastor’s Porch 



Upcoming EventsSLT Vacancies

Congregation
Fundraiser

If you are looking for a place to serve, please
consider serving here:

Vice Chair: 
Member
Have interpersonal, leadership, and basic
computer skills
Be willing to devote the time needed to the
position
Move into the Chairperson position after two
years
Support the Chairperson
Meet as needed with the Chair and Pastor
Serve on Visioning

Children and Youth Education:
Member
Having a current student is not required, but
recommended
Support Christian Ed Director
Be comfortable working with the children and
youth, as needed
Be willing to devote the time needed to the
position
Meet with the Christian Ed Director about
curriculum, events, student needs, etc. 
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June 1: Green Team planting event
June 4: Bingo 1 pm
June 14: Sunday Funday—following worship
June 16-20: Youth Trip to Tower Hill
June 19: Juneteenth Celebration 2-8 pm
June 27: Yorkville Area Pride Celebration 11-3 pm,

Dinner with 5-B's Catering — support our
church!
We're partnering with 5-B's Catering — a family-
owned business serving Northern Illinois since
1979 — to raise funds for our congregation.
Known for their flame-grilled comfort food and
warm hospitality, 5-B's is the perfect partner for
a meal that brings people together
Date: August 5
Pickup: 4:30-6:30 PM
Tickets: $18 each
Choose your entrée: 2 pork chops · ½ chicken ·
combination meal

Sides included: applesauce, baked beans, cole
slaw, dinner roll & butter

If 40 people each
sell 10 tickets, we

will raise enough to
cover one full day

of operations.
Volunteers needed
to help sell tickets

and help at the day
service. Watch for
more information.
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Visioning Team
One of the goals of the visioning team was to ask the congregation to get involved. Blank puzzle pieces (appropriately 12”
each) were offered to the congregation to complete. Eighteen completed pieces were received. The team was made up of
current SLT members, our pastor, members of the general congregation, and Youth members. We met three times
during the project. 

The Puzzle Pieces “Current” comments are positive comments on what they like about our church and practices that are
enjoyed. This was positive reinforcement that we do a lot of things right.  The Puzzle Pieces “Future” were ideas for
changes/actions for the future. Some of the suggestions will be put into action soon, while others will be referred to the
ministry for consideration.

Suggestions that we saw come to fruition already are:
Chapel on the Green “Blue Christmas.” 
Work is in progress on updating the website
Increased social media presence 
Giving Tuesday

Look for other ideas that were enjoyed in the past and may be present in the future:
Pet Blessing
Christmas Tea

Each ministry was given the puzzle piece comments to review with their teams.
Our vision continues to welcome the future. It is always good to hear what is working and what we would like to work
towards. A copy of the puzzle ideas can be found in the church office.
Thank you to ALL who were able to participate in this year’s project.

Puzzle pieces - Current
1) I like how nice and helpful everyone is, especially the kids - I love how involved they are
2) Love the organist Andy and the choir
3) Hearing choirs and music
4) Commitment to the community 
    a.Prayer time
    b.Soup Sundays
    c.Bible Study
    d.Worship
    e.Music
5) Thanksgiving lunches
    a.Bingo
    b.Youth Group
    c.Coffee fellowship
    d.Church Picnic
6) I like that YCUCC is a “peace & justice” church. We listen and discern what Jesus’ life & teachings mean to us: put our
beliefs into action within the church, the local community, and beyond.
7) This church shows action with unconditional love. Give Real support to the poor, the homeless, the elderly, unwed
mothers, refugees, immigrants, wounded warriors, the mentally ill, socially stressed, abused, forgotten, LGBTQ community,
all ethnicities, and social economic status.
8) VBS, Little Library and Pantry, Youth Group and Youth Mission Trips, Green Group, LYN
9) I like how the church is “all accepting”. I like that we encourage marginalized groups to join and feel welcome.
10) Love the fellowship times - Soup Sunday, picnic, chili cookout
11) I love the use of social media to connect with others and our church members
12) I love coffee fellowship and talking with all my church buddies
13) I love that we embrace and live the inclusivity that Jesus demonstrated 



Puzzle pieces - Current Continued
14) My favorite thing about our church is how accepting, and how we all have worth and purpose through God’s love.
15) Positive Christian Atmosphere
    a.Worship Times
    b.Wonderful Choir & Music
    c.Coffee Fellowship
    d.Great Soup & Lunch Fellowships
    e.Welcoming Youth and Newcomers
Puzzle Pieces - Future
1)I would like to see the church going out into the community more. Some ideas are:
    a)Farmer’s Market
    b)Regular meetings with the Chamber of Commerce 
    c)Sponsor meetups in parks and other public spaces
    d)Be in parades
2)Bring back saying Hello to members of the church during worship - member to member- fist bump or verbal
3)Increase attendance for Sunday worship
4)Open communication
    a)Living our faith by growing our faith
    b)Understanding faith is active, not passive
5)Lenten Services - soup & service
    a)Christmas Tea
    b)Pet Blessing
    c)Kids Bowling
6)Need to grow our youth! I would like to see our church go to places where teens, youth, young adults, young families are
experiencing their lives or to neutral settings, and bring a different kind of meeting (not a traditional service) and show
them support and how they can feel accepted & welcomed in a “faith community”. And they may perhaps choose to
become involved in our church activities. We might need to experiment with a different day & time of worship (and a
different style)
7) Guest lectures, musicians, singers
    a)More social time after church - fewer after church meetings
    b)More involvement in the greater UCC causes and missions
    c)More church members joining small groups and activities
8) I feel like the church is not accepting of people who are Republican or support Trump. I think we need to do more to
encourage rich wing participation and make that group feel more welcome. I think our society is broken in half, but we can
be a place of healing. Let’s put aside what separates and focus on what unites. We could host social healing events. We
could save the world with love.
9) Would like to see special music during the summer months.
10) I would love to see an updated website with current activities
11) Make sermons more motivating, recharge us for the week to come
12) Women’s Advent Candlelight Meeting
    a)Early Evening Event
    b)Dimly lit sanctuary & meeting rooms (candles & lanterns)
    c)Guest speaker who gives a talk on what Advent means to them or some relevant topic
    d)Group can sing hymns of praise/season
    e)Adjourn to the meeting room where each table has a special cake for attendees. Punch & nuts and time for fellowship
- again in a lower light setting
13) I would love to build our congregation up. Bring new members. Increase faith, God’s wishes fulfill, be well-known in our
community as a great church.
14) Improve
    a)Openness to Finance and Stewardship Growth
    b)Increase our understanding of the Global Christian Community
         i.  Develop a comparison congregation relationship with overseas UCC church. Learn from and with them

Visioning Team Continued
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Outreach
Ministry

Missions 
Ministry

Fourth of July candy and helpers needed!

Fourth of July will be here before you know it!
And as usual, YCUCC will be a part of Yorkville’s
parade with a float promoting Vacation Bible
School and welcoming visitors to watch the
fireworks from our parking lot.

We will need help building that float as well as
LOTS of candy to hand out along the parade
route. If you can help with building the float on
the evening of July 3, please let Robin Campos
or Kathy Farren know. If you can donate some
candy, please leave it in the tub in the office.
And thank you. It’s a long parade route, and we
don’t want to disappoint the folks near the end
of the route.

Any of you can also join us and walk with or
ride on the float. Just meet us in the Yorkville
High School parking lot before 9 a.m. on July 4.

We will also treat the visitors who watch
Yorkville’s fireworks in our church parking lot to
free snow cones as we did last year. If you can
help with that for a little while on the evening of
July 4, please stop by. It’s a great place to see
the fireworks, and you’ll get a free snow cone
too!

Don’t miss out on these chances to celebrate
our country’s 250  birthday.th
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The 5 for 5 Offering “Strengthen the
Church” (STC) was collected May 24th on
Pentecost Sunday. At this time of
printing, there is no total for the
collection. Look for it next month.

Enjoy your Summer! No more Soup
Sundays till this fall. Mark your calendars
for future Soup Sundays: October 11,
2026, and November 08, 2026.

Please continue to bring in egg cartons
and plastic bags. The Kendall County
Community Food Pantry Thanks You.

Kathy Farren
Outreach Shepherd

June Davis
Missions Shepherd



Bulletin board help is welcome!

When you were in school- as a teacher
or a student- did you love putting up
bulletin boards? Do you have ideas of
what you would like to see on the
bulletin boards at YCUCC?

If you would like to help with our bulletin
boards, the Outreach Ministry would
welcome your ideas and design skills.

Just let Kathy Farren know, and we can
give you some space to display your
creativity.

Kathy Farren
Outreach Shepherd

Outreach
Ministry

Love Your
Neighbor
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“My much-loved friends, love each other,
for love comes from the Great Spirit. All

who love have been born of him and
know him.” 

-1 John 4:7 (First Nations Version)

Summer Refugee Welcome Pack
Collection 

June 14  to August 30   nd th

It’s that time again when we put into
action to “love your neighbor.” We will be
collecting a Welcome Pack for World
Relief this summer. Look for our table for
items you can donate starting on June
14 .  th

Questions? 
Contact Diane Stablein.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7&version=NRSV


Green Team Help feed the
youth!

Parkway Garden Project
“Why is there a tree stump in the middle
of the dying grass?” you asked. You have
likely been watching the progress in the
parkway between the street and our
parking lot. Last fall we took down the
dying Pin Oak tree, and we are replacing
it with a native grass garden. The Green
Team has been working with Nancy
Cinatl, a local plant expert who has
assisted us in designing a native garden
plot. The stump will remain a focal point
while native grasses and forbs will be
planted all around. The Green Team is
leading this project, and all are invited
and welcomed to join us on May 31
when we dig holes after worship, and on
June 1 when we install the plants in the
late afternoon. All planting material will
be paid for by the Green Team, and
donations to this project are welcomed.
We are excited about this new addition
to our landscape for our visitors and
neighbors to enjoy!  
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Do you like to shop? How about bake or
cook? Scan the QR Code or visit the link
below to see how you can help feed the
students going to Tower Hill THIS month. 

By donating groceries, we are able to
keep the cost of camp down for our
students. 

If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Robin Campos. 

Just a note, we do have to worry about
dietary restrictions. All items with specific
brands are listed to meet specific needs.

Items will be collected until June 14th

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10
C094AAEAF22A1F4C61-64303458-
tower. 

The Green Team meets the 1
Monday of the Month. Contact
Deanna Bazan for more
information.

st

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AAEAF22A1F4C61-64303458-tower
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AAEAF22A1F4C61-64303458-tower
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AAEAF22A1F4C61-64303458-tower
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094AAEAF22A1F4C61-64303458-tower


History of Her: Women Who Shaped Chicagoland 
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Lea Ann Skogsberg is providing a lead sponsorship for the locally curated summer exhibition,
History of Her: Women Who Shaped Chicagoland, at the Elmhurst History Museum. The exhibit
will open Friday, May 29, and run through Sunday, August 9. This is a celebration of specific
contributions of women and girls across the 250 years since the country's birth. The exhibition
showcases the inspiring accomplishments of female settlers, teachers, artists, athletes, and civic
leaders who shaped herstory within the context of a developing nation here in Chicago.

If someone is planning to pay a visit, Lea Ann would love to know you'll be coming, and if she is not
traveling, she will try to meet you at the Museum. During your journey to Elmhurst, allow enough
time to walk the grounds of Elmhurst University, just a few blocks south of the Museum, the only
remaining four-year college to emerge from the German and Evangelical tradition of the UCC 
(other higher ed institutions are from the
Congregational roots). Highlights of the EU
campus include the restored German inscription
on Old Main that was mortared over from World
War I through the mid-80s due to anti-German
sentiment and a life-size statue of Reinhold
Niebuhr, who, with his brother, H. Richard, and
father, Gustav, earned their degrees from
Elmhurst when it was first a seminary and then a
college. For the gardeners in the group, the
campus is recognized with Level II Accreditation
from the Morton Register of Arboreta and a Tree
Campus USA® designation from the Arbor Day
Foundation. If you come on the fourth Friday of
the month, you can also enjoy an evening
concert before you drive back to the far western
suburbs. 

If you have any questions, you can also call Lea
Ann at (630) 292-7617. 

http://arbnet.org/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecampususa/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecampususa/


Are you ready for a COOL summer adventure?
      Join us July 5–9th from 5:00–7:30 PM for an unforgettable Vacation Bible 
School experience, Snowball Mountain Challenge!
     Each evening, kids will set out on an exciting mountain adventure filled
 with high-energy games, creative crafts, uplifting music, and engaging Bible 
lessons. As they “climb” higher, they’ll discover how to trust God through
every challenge while building friendships and making lasting memories 
along the way.
     Our focus verse for the week is Philippians 4:13 (NRSV): “I can do all things
 through him who strengthens me.” Through this powerful message, kids will 
be encouraged to face life’s challenges with confidence, knowing they are
never alone.
Registration for students aged 3-14 is open! Visit  www.myvbs.org/ycucc to register
for FREE! Registration includes a kid-friendly meal.

**NEW THIS YEAR!!** All volunteers, student leaders, kitchen crew, etc., need to register
and sign up using the online registration form. 

Children and Youth Christian Education
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We have 12 students going to Tower Hill in Sawyer, MI this
June! Our students and chaperones are so excited to be
going back to camp this year. However, we still need to get
them there. With the number of students going, we need to
rent two 15-passenger vans. Each van is roughly $700, plus
gas. 

Two 15-passenger vans and a minivan might seem like a lot,
but here’s what we have to take: 

12 Students
4  Adults 
Luggage and bedding 
Food for 12 meals (Have you ever seen a teen eat?!)
Kitchen appliances like crockpots, electric griddles, etc.
Team building supplies 
Games 
Backpacks

Don’t forget, certain donation amounts have incentives, like
pieing Pastor Elizabeth in the face or causing the students to
lose their phones for the first 48 hours of the trip!

From Here to Camp: Make the Journey Possible!

Robin Campos 
Christian Education Director

http://www.myvbs.org/ycucc


Sunday Funday is June 14th!

Fellowship Ministry

     Get ready for an exciting afternoon of connection, competition, and community at our upcoming
Sunday Funday! After worship, we invite everyone to stay for a time of fellowship filled with games,
laughter, and one of the fastest-growing favorites around — pickleball!
     Whether you’re an experienced player or have never picked up a paddle before, Sunday Funday is the
perfect opportunity to jump in and have fun. We’ll have friendly pickleball games for all skill levels, along
with board games, card games, and plenty of space to relax and enjoy conversations with friends old
and new.
     This event is all about strengthening relationships within our church family while enjoying a joyful
afternoon together. It’s a wonderful chance to meet new people, encourage one another, and create
lasting memories in a welcoming and uplifting environment.
Bring your competitive spirit, your favorite snack to share, and invite a friend! Comfortable clothes and
athletic shoes are recommended if you plan to join the pickleball fun.
We hope you’ll make plans to join us for an afternoon where faith, fellowship, and fun come together
perfectly.
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Join us for Bingo on the first 
Thursday of the month!  

Games begin at 1:00 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.

No RSVP needed! 



In Our Prayers

Finance

Those in Cancer Treatment

Hombound & Assisted Living
Fred Anderson 
Dave Encinas 
Gayle Jacobs 
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Health Concerns
Fred Anderson
Deb Bezroukoff
Rick Falato
Andy Hamblin
Gayle Jacobs
Wyatt Jones
Jonathan Lamp
Doug Trumble
Finley Walker

General Concerns
The Prochaska Family
The Mendell Family

Those Grieving
The Cruise Family
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Birthdays Anniversaries

Liturgical
Calendar

Date Liturgists Sermon Titles

6/7/2026 Alex Skinner The Practice of Leaving

6/14/2026 Sandy deRidder Practicing Together

6/21/2026 Sandy deRidder The Cost of Practice

6/28/2026 John Morello Practicing Trust

Ben Moe 03

Deb Steinbach 05

Erik Mallon 05

Rebecca Morello 05

Zack Gette 06

Matthew Olvera 06

Paige Sartori 07

David Strandell 12

Mary Ann Doetschman 13

June Davis 14

Shawn Corwin 14

Megghun Redmon 20

Amanda Matlock 21

Lincoln Parrilli-Trumble 21

Rick Matuna 22

Alison Strandell 24

Richard Skogsberg 26

Marette Passero 27

Deanna Bazan 28

Pat Norr 29

6/05 Linda & Alan Haan 55 Years

6/10 Gere’ & Cissy Ryerson 25 Years

6/12 Wayne & Pat Norr 55 Years

6/12 Marette & Dan Passero 12 Years

6/15 Fred & Gail Gaebler 56 Years

6/20 Alison & Robbie Strandell 11 Years

6/22 Deb Mendell & Dave Encinas 7 Years
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Second Sunday of Pentecost
GREEN
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Third Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN 
Matthew 9:35-10:8 and Exodus 19:2-8a

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Matthew 10:24-39 and Jeremiah 20:7-13

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN 
Matthew 10:40-42 and Genesis 22:1-14



Yorkville Congregational 
United Church of Christ
409 Center Parkway
Yorkville, IL 60560

Phone: (630) 553-7308
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org
Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org

Like, Follow, and Share us on
Facebook, Instagram, and

YouTube!

@yorkvilleucc @yorkvilleucc@yorkvilleucc

Our Mission Statement
To live as Jesus lived: Love without Judgement, Welcome without Exception, 

Serve with Compassion, Teach by Example. 

Our Vision Statement
God’s community of unconditional love, made real for everyone, everywhere.

Open and Affirming Covenant
YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of

God—persons from the full diversity of creation including gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and intellectual ability,
age, race, nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital

standing and family structure—where they are on life’s journey as together we
seek to transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel.
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