
The Happenings
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Our Staff

Rev. Elizabeth Hartung, Pastor
Robin Campos, Christian Edu. Director

Leslie Inukai, Chancel Choir Dir.
Sondra Shatters, Children’s Choir Dir.

Andy Maya, Organist 
Lori Runkle, Pianist

Abby Goniwicha, Childcare Team
Dakota Shatters, Childcare Team
Hailey Shatters, Childcare Team

Kim Jones, Custodian
Louise DeFuss, Sexton

About Us Our Shepherds

Sue Kimes, Chairperson
Vacant, Vice Chairperson
Aaron Shatters, Recording Secretary
Diane Dillow, Personnel
Dave Farren, Building and Ground
Tim Andrus, Finance
Aimee List, Adult Christian Education
Vacant, Youth Christian Education
Deanna Bazan, Worship Serving
Louise DeFuss, Worship Preparation
Carrie DeFuss, Caring
Laurie Houle, Fellowship
June Davis, Missions
Kathy Farren, Outreach and Welcoming

409 Center Parkway
Yorkville, IL 60560

Phone: 
630/553-7308

E-Mail:
adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org

Web Page:
www.yorkvilleucc.org

FB: @yorkvilleucc
Instagram: @yorkvilleucc

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday
Hours vary weekly. 



A Treasure from the Shelf: "A Cyclopedia of
Children's Sermons"
     For years now, a particular book has had a quiet
but steady place in my sermon preparation, and I've
decided it's finally time to give it its proper name in
print: A Cyclopedia of Children's Sermons, compiled
by Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, longtime pastor of Brick
Presbyterian Church in Rochester, New York. It
came to me from a retiring colleague clearing out a
study, and it has been with me ever since.
     The book holds several hundred short sermons
— story sermons, object lessons, little dramas,
fables, legends, and folklore, each one written to be
heard by children in just a few minutes. Hallock had
strong feelings about this. In his foreword, he
laments that children's sermons of his era had
grown "much too long and too formal." Instead, he
sets out to gather material that working ministers
had found genuinely effective with young listeners.
     But truthfully, these have never been just
children's moments to me. Sitting with one of these
short pieces each week, choosing which will open
our worship, has become a kind of devotion in itself
— a way of meeting a simple truth before I ever
step into the pulpit for the longer message. The
wren and the miller's donkey are two recent ones
you may remember; there have been many others
over the years, each leaving its own mark on the
sermon that followed.
     Hallock seemed to sense this kind of use was
possible. He wrote that he hoped the book would
serve not only ministers, but parents, Sunday
school teachers, and — in his words — "all older
people who feel young" and still find delight in a
good story with a point underneath it. Nearly a
hundred years later, it continues to do exactly that,
and has quietly shaped more of what you've heard
from this pulpit than you might have guessed.
     So consider this a small, overdue
acknowledgment — and an invitation, the next time
a story opens our worship, to wonder what old
book it might have come from.
   

Pastor’s Porch

     It seems fitting, then, that this season of small
stories shaping a larger world leads us directly into a
summer built on the very same idea — that little,
faithful practices, repeated, become the way we
belong to God and to one another.

The Practice of Belonging Continues

July 5 — Practicing Honestly
Matthew 11:25–30
 "Come to me, all who are weary, and I will give you
rest." Permission to come tired. That's the whole
invitation.

July 12 — Practicing Patience
Isaiah 55:10–13
God's word works like rain — slow, sure, never
wasted. We sow; God grows.

July 19 — Practiced Upon
Genesis 28:10–19a; Romans 8:12–25
Jacob wasn't looking for God. God found him anyway.
Grace meets us where we are.

July 26 — Small Practices, Strong Love
Romans 8:39
All summer, small practices. Now we learn: nothing
can separate us from this love.

Peace in God’s Love,
Pastor Elizabeth
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean
not on your own understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.” -Proverbs 3:5-6

Dear church family,
Thank you for your confidence in me at the
2026 annual meeting by electing me as your
Chairperson. I am excited to begin my two-year
stint as the Chairperson of the Shepherds
Leadership Team. I will be joined by a mixture of
new shepherds and seasoned shepherds. It’s
going to be a great year!

I am proud and happy to welcome two of my
siblings to the team. Diane Dillow and Dave
Farren will join my sister-in-law, Kathy Farren,
and me on the team. Truly, they were asked
because of their skills, not their family genes. 

A little background about myself, I was baptized,
confirmed, married, and held my husband’s
funeral in this church. I have a deep love and
connection here.

I have 3 daughters who were confirmed here,
and two were married here too.  Kristen (Andy)
Langston, Kimberly Jones, and Keri Phillipp have
blessed me with seven grandchildren. Kim is
currently serving as the custodian of the church.
Her daughter Halle was a nursery attendant
when she was in high school, and Macie helped
at the Spring Rummage Sale.

I am committed to this congregation and hope I
can help it continue to be a place you want to
be. My father often told us, “It takes all kinds of
people to make a world”. I think this church has
it figured out. 
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If you would like to join the SLT, we still have an
opening for Vice Chairperson and for Education:
Children and Youth. 

The Vice Chairman position is a two-year
commitment, followed by accepting the
Chairperson position for two years. In my
experience, the Vice Chairperson position did not
require a lot of extra time. I worked on a couple of
projects, met with the Pastor and Chairperson
when necessary, and attended monthly meetings.
I expect the Chairperson position to take more of
my time. I want to visit some ministries to share
their experiences.

The Education: Children and Youth is a position
that I have held and can speak to my experiences,
but meeting with Robin Campos to see if this
position fits you would be my best suggestion.

Everyone is welcome to attend a SLT meeting. We
will not meet in July, so our next meeting is
August 13, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.

“Two are better than one, because they have a
return for their labor.” -Ecclesiastes 4:9

Blessings,
Susan (Sue) Kimes

SLT Chairperson

From the Chair



Upcoming EventsSLT Vacancies

Congregation
Fundraiser

If you are looking for a place to serve, please
consider serving here:

Vice Chair: 
Member
Have interpersonal, leadership, and basic
computer skills
Be willing to devote the time needed to the
position
Move into the Chairperson position after
two years
Support the Chairperson
Meet as needed with the Chair and Pastor
Serve on Visioning

Children and Youth Education:
Member
Having a current student is not required, but
recommended
Support Christian Ed Director
Be comfortable working with the children
and youth, as needed
Be willing to devote the time needed to the
position
Meet with the Christian Ed Director about
curriculum, events, student needs, etc. 
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July 3  at 6:00 pm- Parade Float Buildingrd

July 4 - OFFICE CLOSED th

July 4  at 9:00 am - Yorkville Paradeth

July 4  at 6:30 pm- July 4  Celebrationth th

July 5  -9  from 5:00-7:30 pm- VBS th th

July 18  from 10:00-1:00 am- Pet Blessingsth

July 19  at 11:00 am- Sunday Fun Dayth

Dinner with 5-B's Catering — support our
church!
We're partnering with 5-B's Catering — a
family-owned business serving Northern
Illinois since 1979 — to raise funds for our
congregation. Known for their flame-grilled
comfort food and warm hospitality, 5-B's is
the perfect partner for a meal that brings
people together
Date: August 5
Pickup: 4:30-6:30 PM
Tickets: $18 each
Choose your entrée: 2 pork chops · ½ chicken
· combination meal
Sides included: applesauce, baked beans, cole
slaw, dinner roll & butter

If 40 people each
sell 10 tickets, we

will raise enough to
cover one full day

of operations.
Volunteers needed
to help sell tickets

and help at the day
service. Watch for
more information.



Outreach
Ministry

Missions 
Ministry

Fourth of July candy and helpers needed!

Fourth of July will be here before you know it!
And as usual, YCUCC will be a part of
Yorkville’s parade with a float promoting
Vacation Bible School and welcoming visitors
to watch the fireworks from our parking lot.

We will need help building that float as well
as LOTS of candy to hand out along the
parade route. If you can help with building
the float on the evening of July 3, please let
Robin Campos or Kathy Farren know. If you
can donate some candy, please leave it in the
tub in the office. And thank you. It’s a long
parade route, and we don’t want to
disappoint the folks near the end of the
route.

Any of you can also join us and walk with or
ride on the float. Just meet us in the Yorkville
High School parking lot before 9 a.m. on July
4.

We will also treat the visitors who watch
Yorkville’s fireworks in our church parking lot
to free snow cones as we did last year. If you
can help with that for a little while on the
evening of July 4, please stop by. It’s a great
place to see the fireworks, and you’ll get a
free snow cone too!

Don’t miss out on these chances to celebrate
our country’s 250  birthday.th
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The 5 for 5 Offering “Strengthen the
Church” (STC) was collected May 24th
on Pentecost Sunday. At this time of
printing, there is no total for the
collection. Look for it next month.

Enjoy your Summer! No more Soup
Sundays till this fall. Mark your
calendars for future Soup Sundays:
October 11, 2026, and November 08,
2026.

Please continue to bring in egg cartons
and plastic bags. The Kendall County
Community Food Pantry Thanks You.

Kathy Farren
Outreach Shepherd

June Davis
Missions Shepherd



Bulletin board help is welcome!

When you were in school- as a teacher
or a student- did you love putting up
bulletin boards? Do you have ideas of
what you would like to see on the
bulletin boards at YCUCC?

If you would like to help with our
bulletin boards, the Outreach Ministry
would welcome your ideas and design
skills.

Just let Kathy Farren know, and we can
give you some space to display your
creativity.

Kathy Farren
Outreach Shepherd

Outreach
Ministry

Love Your
Neighbor
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“My much-loved friends, love each
other, for love comes from the Great
Spirit. All who love have been born of

him and know him.” 
-1 John 4:7 (First Nations Version)

Summer Refugee Welcome Pack
Collection 

June 14  to August 30   nd th

It’s that time again when we put into
action to “love your neighbor.” We will
be collecting a Welcome Pack for World
Relief this summer. Look for our table
for items you can donate starting on
June 14 .  th

Questions? 
Contact Diane Stablein.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7&version=NRSV


Thank you for making Tower Hill possible!

Are you ready for a COOL summer adventure?
      Join us July 5–9th from 5:00–7:30 PM for an unforgettable Vacation Bible 
School experience, Snowball Mountain Challenge!
     Each evening, kids will set out on an exciting mountain adventure filled
 with high-energy games, creative crafts, uplifting music, and engaging Bible 
lessons. As they “climb” higher, they’ll discover how to trust God through
every challenge while building friendships and making lasting memories 
along the way.
     Our focus verse for the week is Philippians 4:13 (NRSV): “I can do all things
 through him who strengthens me.” Through this powerful message, kids will 
be encouraged to face life’s challenges with confidence, knowing they are
never alone.
Registration for students aged 3-14 is open! Visit  www.myvbs.org/ycucc to register
for FREE! Registration includes a kid-friendly meal.

**NEW THIS YEAR!!** All volunteers, student leaders, kitchen crew, etc., need to register
and sign up using the online registration form. 

Children and Youth Christian Education
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     On behalf of the 11 students and 3 leaders, we would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude to the congregation for your prayers, encouragement, and
generous donations and support that made our trip to Tower Hill possible this
summer. 
     Because you supported the trip, our students had the opportunity to grow their
faith, build lasting friendships, and experience God’s presence in meaningful ways.
Our week was filled with worship, games, fellowship, and opportunities to serve
others and the surrounding communities of Bridgman, Three Oaks, and Sawyer, MI.
     We are especially thankful for everyone who contributed through monetary
donations and food donations. Your support helped create an unforgettable
experience that will have a lasting impact on the lives of our youth group.
     While we were in Michigan, our students volunteered their time at Harbor
Country Mission, a non-profit shopping center for low-income families, Paws for
Humanity, a large animal sanctuary, and at Tower Hill Camp. Our students were
able to see the immediate effect the hard work had on these communities. While
volunteering, they were able to work alongside all of the team members and staff
who have been volunteering their time for decades. The stories they heard and the
experiences they had are sure to follow them as they grow up. 
     The 11 students who joined us this year were Addison Schield, Aidan Mendell, DJ
Melhouse, Eli Lewis, Luke DeFuss, Molly Davis, Rachel Kraber, Reagan Ramirez,
Roxie Houle, Ryan Davis, and Zoey Houle. 
     A special thank you goes to Pam Campos and Bob McGee for chaperoning and
being my co-leaders this year. 

Robin Campos 
Christian Education Director

http://www.myvbs.org/ycucc


Sunday Funday is July 19th!

Fellowship Ministry

     Get ready for an exciting afternoon of connection, competition, and community at our upcoming
Sunday Funday! After worship, we invite everyone to stay for a time of fellowship filled with games,
laughter, and one of the fastest-growing favorites around — pickleball!
     Whether you’re an experienced player or have never picked up a paddle before, Sunday Funday is the
perfect opportunity to jump in and have fun. We’ll have friendly pickleball games for all skill levels, along
with board games, card games, and plenty of space to relax and enjoy conversations with friends old
and new.
     This event is all about strengthening relationships within our church family while enjoying a joyful
afternoon together. It’s a wonderful chance to meet new people, encourage one another, and create
lasting memories in a welcoming and uplifting environment.
Bring your competitive spirit, your favorite snack to share, and invite a friend! Comfortable clothes and
athletic shoes are recommended if you plan to join the pickleball fun.
We hope you’ll make plans to join us for an afternoon where faith, fellowship, and fun come together
perfectly.
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NO Bingo this month! 

See you in August!



In Our Prayers

Finance

Those in Cancer Treatment

Hombound & Assisted Living
Fred Anderson 
Dave Encinas 
Gayle Jacobs 
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Health Concerns
Fred Anderson
Deb Bezroukoff
Rick Falato
Andy Hamblin
Gayle Jacobs
Wyatt Jones
Jonathan Lamp
Doug Trumble
Finley Walker

General Concerns
The Prochaska Family
The Mendell Family

Those Grieving
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Birthdays Anniversaries

Liturgical
Calendar

Date Liturgists Sermon Titles

7/5/2026 TBD Practicing Honestly

7/12/2026 TBD Practicing Patience

7/19/2026 TBD Practiced Upon

7/26/2026 TBD Small Practices, Strong Love

Paul Mulligan 01

Trevor List 05

Brynn Martinez 06

Brenda Melhouse 07

Natalie Schoder 07

Nathan White 07

Brenda Bazan 10

Mack Skinner 10

Hannah Pierce 11

Annabelle Reeder 13

Jillian Runkle 17

Bob Fisher 19

Jacob Kolowski 21

JoAnne Matlock 22

Rosey Clark 22

Andrea Ciccolini 22

Ryan Strong 23

Pat Ruzicka 24

Monica Sartori 25

Brecken Tsusaki 27

Keith Frisk 28

Chris Andrus 29

Dawn Ginger 31

Rachel Rebsom 31

7/02 Ryan & Rachel Rebsom 15 years

7/09 Tom & Sandy Lindblom 60 Years

7/12 Brian & Deanna Bazan 29 Years

7/14 Bob & Gail Fisher 69 Years

7/14 Jon & Lori Runkle 42 Years

7/20 Randy & Amy Ems 45 Years

7/20 Paul & Dawn Mulligan 40 Years

7/21 Alex & Mia Skinner 8 Years
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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN
Matthew 11:25-30

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN 
Isaiah 55:10-13

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Genesis 28:10-19a and Romans 8:12-25

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
GREEN 
Romans 8:39



Yorkville Congregational 
United Church of Christ
409 Center Parkway
Yorkville, IL 60560

Phone: (630) 553-7308
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org
Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org

Like, Follow, and Share us on
Facebook, Instagram, and

YouTube!

@yorkvilleucc @yorkvilleucc@yorkvilleucc

Our Mission Statement
To live as Jesus lived: Love without Judgement, Welcome without Exception, 

Serve with Compassion, Teach by Example. 

Our Vision Statement
God’s community of unconditional love, made real for everyone, everywhere.

YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of God—persons from
the full diversity of creation including gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,

physical and intellectual ability, age, race, nationality, economic and social status, faith background,
marital standing and family structure—where they are on life’s journey as together we seek to

transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel.

Open and Affirming Covenant

WISE Covenant
The people of Yorkville Congregational United Church of Christ, an Open and Affirming congregation,
recognize that we are graced with different gifts, stories, and experiences in our community. We care

about the whole person as followers of Jesus who taught us to love our neighbor as ourself. We seek to
foster a sense of belonging for all people with lived neurodiversity and mental health experiences,

including, but not limited to, substance dependence, trauma, dementia, brain disorders, and any hidden
difference. We, YCUCC, aspire to be a welcoming, inclusive, supporting and engaged (WISE) congregation

for mental health. 
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