
  

 

Staff 
Minister                                Rev. Elizabeth Hartung                 
Christian Ed. Director          Robin Campos  
Administrative Assistant      Alex Houle  
Chancel Choir Director      Doug Trumble 
Children’s Choir Director     Sondra Shatters 
Organist     Tina Andersen 
Pianist     Lori Runkle 
Childcare Attendants      Abby Goniwicha 
     Dakota Shatters 
     Hailey Shatters 
Custodians     Tim & Laurie Strong 
Sexton     Louise DeFuss    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

Yorkville Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

 

409 Center Parkway 
Yorkville, IL 60560 

Phone:  630/553-7308 
E-Mail:  adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org 

Web Page:  www.yorkvilleucc.org 
FB: @yorkvilleucc 

Instagram: @yorkvilleucc 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Shepherds 
Chairperson        Carrie DeFuss 
Vice Chairperson        LeaAnn Skogsberg 
Recording Secretary        Aaron Shatters 
Operations:  Personnel        Pam Campos 
Operations: Bldg. & Grds       Tony Houle 
Operations: Finance        Tim Andrus 
Information Services        Diane Stablein 
Christian Education: Adult      Aimee List 
Christian Education: Youth     Sue Kimes 
Worship: Serving        Deanna Bazan 
Worship: Preparation        Kathy Wickens 
Church Family: Caring        Salli Walden 
Church Family: Fellowship      Laurie Houle 
Service: Missions        June Davis 
Outreach/Welcoming            Kathy Farren 

Worship & Sunday School: 10:00 am 
Voyageurs: 9:00 am 
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Pastor’s Porch 
Dear Church Family, 
As the trees' colors change, I'm reminded of God's beautiful creation and the Spirit at work. 
The vibrant hues of fall serve as a testament to the transforming power of God's love, 
constantly renewing and guiding us. Let this season remind us of how God’s presence colors 
our lives with beauty, hope, and grace and how nature directly reflects God’s love. I challenge 
you to take a moment in God’s beauty, pause, and reflect on where God is at work in your life. 

This poem reminds us of how the forest sings God’s beauty, reinforcing the deep connection between nature and 
spirituality.  
 
The forest sings God's praises-  
the long exhalation of the earth waking from winter  
sings God's praises,  
and the mosses hear, and the trees,  
the trees with their miraculous white leaves,  
like angel wings-they hear,  
and add their voices  
and the pines whisper it,  
and the trailing arbutus carries it over the ground  
so that all the forest knows,  
singing in silence,  
who made them in love and joy,  
and they stretch to reach Him,  
and I feel their singing  
in my hands as I touch them;  
in my eyes as I see them;  
in my feet as I walk among them.  
O God, help me to keep listening.  
-Bonita Fogg Smith  
Earth Praises  
393  
 
As we reflect on this poem by Bonita Fogg Smith, we are reminded of the deep spiritual connection between nature, 
ourselves, and God. Just as the forest sings praises and reaches toward God, we, too, are invited to recognize God’s 
work in the world around us and within us. This season, as the colors of fall remind us of transformation, our upcoming 
sermon series, Beyond Limits, will explore how God continues to move beyond the boundaries of what we think is 
possible, inviting us to deepen our faith and embrace God’s endless possibilities. 
 

October 6: The Heart of the Table 
Scripture: Mark 10:13-16 
Theme: World Communion / Refugee Sunday 
Jesus welcomes the little children, showing us the boundless hospitality of God’s kingdom. On this World Communion 
and Refugee Sunday, we reflect on an open table for all, especially those seeking refuge. 
 

October 13: Beyond Limits of Possibilities 
Scripture: Mark 10:17-31 
Theme: Space Travel / Hidden Figures 
Jesus reminds us that with God, all things are possible. This Sunday, inspired by Hidden Figures, we explore how faith 
breaks through human limitations and opens new possibilities. 
 

October 20: God's Whirlwind 
Scripture: Job 38:1-7 
Theme: Environmental Justice 
God speaks to Job from the whirlwind, reminding us of creation’s vastness. We connect this to today’s environmental 
justice efforts, inspired by the Green Belt Movement. 
 

October 27: Acting Out Faith 
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52 
Theme: The Greatest Night in Pop 
Jesus heals Bartimaeus, showing the power of faith in action. We reflect on how faith calls us to bold steps, much like 
pop culture’s greatest moments of impact. 
 

Peace in God’s Love,    

Pastor Elizabeth  
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Monthly Medical Minute 
         Did you know? 

• 1 in 8 women will be diagnosed with Breast Cancer in their lifetime 
• 2,790 men will be diagnosed with Breast Cancer in the U.S. in 2024 

with about 530 expected to die from the disease. 
• The two most common risk factors of getting Breast Cancer are being 

female and getting older. 
• Lack of awareness and stigma can be barriers to detection and care 

in men, trans men, and non-binary people, yet they still account for 1 in 100 of diagnosed 
Breast Cancer diagnosed each year 

What can you do? 
• Get Screened: Mammograms beginning at age 40 (unless your family history indicates 

you’re high risk and should be screened earlier) 
• Maintain A Healthy Lifestyle: Limit alcohol & tobacco and exercise regularly to decease risk 
• Know your normal: Know what your normal tissue feels like (by performing monthly breast 

self-exams (BSE) will help you in early abnormal detection 
 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.  
But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33 

Blessings,  
Carrie DeFuss 
SLT Chairperson 

What’s happening in Building and Grounds?  
By Alex Houle, Admin Assistant 
 

We want your help at our fall cleanup on Saturday, October 19th from 9am-12pm. 
During the month of August, Building & Grounds has been fixing whatever breaks 

and finding new ways to improve the church. We’ve been setting up for events, moving and organizing      
storage, repairing toilets and sinks, and hanging up banners. 
 

From the very small to infinity and beyond: 
     Did you know there are about 100 trillion atoms in each of the 100 trillion cells of your body? They live in a 
smaller world all doing their part in the ecosystem of life. There are around 200 different cells types and 100 
trillion bacterial cells inside your body among the millions of animals like mites and tardigrades that form their 
own circle of life.  
      Let’s zoom out a bit so we can see the planet earth as a living being. Earth breathes, it eats, it poops, it 
sweats, and it bleeds. There are global carbon, nitrogen, oxygen and water cycles that allow lots of chemistry  
to occur among the roughly 8 million different species of life on this spaceship (Earth) that we all fly around 
space in.  
      Lets zoom out a lot (off planet, out of the solar system and beyond the galaxy) so we can see our own 
universe, within the multiverse. Each universe is infinitely close to one another and contained within an  
infinitely small singularity. The interactions of different universes may actually be the same way particles  
interact within atom. 
      From the very small to beyond our understanding we must all play our role in the great circle of life. 

 

Building and Grounds continues to meet every Tuesday at 9:00 am. All are welcome! 

Do you need – 
     A sunshine call? 
     A coffee clutch? 
     Positive time with a friend? 
     A good listener? 
     Care Team is confidentially here for you. 
Questions? See Pastor Elizabeth, Carrie DeFuss or Salli Walden 
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Stewardship Thought for October 2024 
 

FAITH 
“Is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” 

-Hebrews 11:1 
 

Letters for Our Stewardship Pledge-Givings Campaign “Imagine Together”,  
will go out in mid-October. 

Nursery Items Needed! 
Have your little ones grown out of their baby furniture? 
We are looking to updated and add a few items to the 
YCUCC nursery.  
 

Items needed:  
-Crib or Pack-n-Play 
-Crib Mattress 
-Crib Sheets 
-Changing Table 
-Infant toys (0-24 months) 
-Foam play mat  
-Disinfecting Wipes 
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Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God” - 1 John 4:7 (NRSV) 

 

Thank you! 
 

The Love Your Neighbor Ministry would like to thank the congregation for making the Welcome 
Pack and First Aid Kit collection a success! 

 

International Tasting of Our Refugee Neighbors 
 

Please come and join us in fellowship on Oct. 6
th
. We will have a guest speaker, Jason Mohn from 

Exodus World Service. EWS is an organization that our congregation have collected items for. 
Come listen talk about the organization and the current situation. 

Fall Bake Sale 
October 25

th
 and 26

th
 

Please bring your baked Items to the church on Thursday, October 24
th
 

between 9 AM and 6 PM. Sign up sheet will be available.  
Profits will go to Vacation Bible School. 

 

Suggested Items: 
Pies 

Fudge 
Brownies 

Carrot Cake 
 

Thanks for your continued support! 
Any questions: contact Sandy Lindblom at slind55378@aol.com or 630-553-6214 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7&version=NRSV
mailto:slind55378@aol.com
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Do you need transportation to and from appointments? 
What about the grocery store? Maybe a ride to church 
on Wednesday or Sunday? The Kendall Area Transit 

provides affordable transportation for individuals around 
and in the Kendall County area.  

 
For more information about their hours, rates, and how 

to reserve a spot, call 630-822-6970 or visit their website 
https://vacdk.com/transportation/kat-kendall-area-transit/ 

 
Information regarding the Kendall Area Transit can be 
found at the welcome center located in the Narthex. 

https://vacdk.com/transportation/kat-kendall-area-transit/
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MISSIONS MINISTRY NEWS OCTOBER 2024  
 
 

Our first fall Soup Sunday was September 22, 2024 
Proceeds supported the Kendall County Community Food 

Pantry. No dollar total at the time of this printing. 
 

      Mark your calendars for Soup Sundays on October 13th, and November 10th. 

Dear Friends, 
A year ago, when Dean was diagnosed with cancer, you all began praying for him. During his    
treatments from October through January, we received cards from the prayer group and also from 
many in the Yorkville congregation. Those messages gave him comfort and support in a very       
difficult time. We are both so grateful to be remembered so faithfully.  
 

Dean has now had 6 months of recovery, and the last scans showed no signs of cancer! He is still 
in recovery with the swallow and eating challenges slowly improving.  
 

You have a special place in our hearts, and we thank you for your prayers and for the love shown to 
us! 
 
With love, 
The Lohrbachs, Dean & Barbara 

                 GREEN TEAM 
                   Yorkville Congregational UCC 

 

THREE SIMPLE THINGS  
YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT THE EARTH 
 

1. With cooler autumn weather, we will be turning our thermostats to ‘heat.”        
Remember, your furnace is probably burning fossil fuels. WHAT YOU CAN DO: PUT ON A 
SWEATSHIRT OR SWEATER and you can keep your inside temperature lower. Lower         
temperatures in cool months help to conserve resources and reduce climate change. 

2. We all know that it is important to stay hydrated. Last year (2023), Americans went through 
about 50 billion plastic water bottles. WHAT YOU CAN DO: BYOB —  BRING YOUR OWN 
WATER BOTTLE  (OR HOT-DRINK THERMOS). Fill it at home to avoid using throw-away, one 
use bottles and cups.   

3. Recycling doesn’t only mean putting bottles, cardboard, plastic and cans into the recycling bin.  
There is a better approach. WHAT YOU CAN DO:  USE THINGS A SECOND OR THIRD TIME.    
An example:  envelops in the mail - use for scratch paper. A packaging envelope - turn inside 
out and use it for mailing again. Some plastic containers can be washed and used for storage.  

 
GREEN TEAM - MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The YCUCC Green Team’s mission is to exemplify good stewardship by promoting environmental 
awareness and practice through projects in our church and community.  

 

MEETINGS: Green Team usually meets the second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the      
conference room at the church. Contact Anne Engelhardt (630-308-5073) if you would like more  

information. You are welcome to come to attend any meeting without commitments. 
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Adult Education 
As the adult education coordinator, I aim to provide opportunities for adults to explore their faith, feed their souls, and 
reach out and seek understanding of others.  
 

Hispanic Heritage Month September 15 - October 15 
  
 

 
 
 

 
For Hispanic Heritage Month this year PBS has a new documentary about the widely unknown history of   
Latinos in America.  “American Historia: The Untold History of Latinos (on PBS, PBS.org, and the PBS app  
September 27, October 4, and 11)”  The three-hour series includes Leguizamo traveling to historical sites 
and interviewing notable historians and Latino cultural figures on a chronological journey through Latino    
history, from the Great Empires and civilizations in Mexico, South America, and the Caribbean to the        
present.” (https://www.cpb.org/spotlight/American-Historia-Forefront-Hispanic-Heritage-Month-
Programming#:~:text=American%20Historia%3A%20The%20Untold%20History,%E2%80%
9CLatin%20History%20for%20Morons.%E2%80%9D) 
 

Watch the Preview here:  VOCES American Historia: The Untold History of Latinos | Extended Preview | PBS 
 

If anyone is interested in meeting to discuss the series, contact Aimee List (ajlsan1@hotmail.com).   
 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
"Voices of Change: Faith in Action with Corinthians and Isaiah" 
Wednesdays at 5 pm  Oct 2, 9, 16, 30, Nov 6, 13, 20, Dec 4, 11, 18  

 

Voices of Change: Faith in Action with Corinthians and Isaiah" invites participants to engage with the     
powerful teachings of these biblical books. This study is a journey of personal growth and transformation as 
we explore how Isaiah and Corinthians address justice, love, and leadership, guiding us to apply these    
principles daily. Discover how ancient wisdom can drive meaningful change and inspire action in today's 
world. 
 

Spiritual Development Group (SDG) 
October 1, 15, and 29 at 7:00 p.m. on Google Meets.  
 

We will begin studying the Listen Up! Genesis 37-47 bible study. In this part of Genesis, we will discuss the 
themes of love, faithfulness, rebellion, forgiveness, and redemption in the story of Joesph. We will cover  
Lesson 2, Oct 1; Lesson 3, Oct.15; and Lesson 4 Oct. 29. God's word is alive. God always has something 
new to say to us. That's the purpose of the LISTEN UP! To join us, send an email to Diane Stablein at       
infoshep@yorkville-ucc.org.   
 

Book Discussion 
 

A memoir by Michelle Zauner about growing up Korean American, losing her mother, 
and forging her own identity. 
 

November 7 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

Aimee List     

ajlsan1@hotmail.com 

https://www.cpb.org/spotlight/American-Historia-Forefront-Hispanic-Heritage-Month-Programming#:~:text=American%20Historia%3A%20The%20Untold%20History,%E2%80%9CLatin%20History%20for%20Morons.%E2%80%9D
https://www.cpb.org/spotlight/American-Historia-Forefront-Hispanic-Heritage-Month-Programming#:~:text=American%20Historia%3A%20The%20Untold%20History,%E2%80%9CLatin%20History%20for%20Morons.%E2%80%9D
https://www.cpb.org/spotlight/American-Historia-Forefront-Hispanic-Heritage-Month-Programming#:~:text=American%20Historia%3A%20The%20Untold%20History,%E2%80%9CLatin%20History%20for%20Morons.%E2%80%9D
https://www.pbs.org/video/extended-preview-0bpfxa/
mailto:ajlsan1@hotmail.com
mailto:infoshep@yorkville-ucc.org
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Deb Bezroukoff 
Rick Falato 
Gayle Jacobs 
Wyatt Jones 
Jonathan Lamp 
Doug Trumble 
Finley Walker 

Pearl Undesser 
 

Health Concerns: 

 

Those Grieving: 

Those in Cancer Treatment: 

Pat Dietz 
Tom Lindblom 
Sandy Lindblom 

General Concerns: 

The Patterson and deRidder Families 

Prochaska Family 
Mendell Family 

Homebound/Assisted Living: 
Myrah Baldwin, Earl Bushnell, Delores Cruise, Pat Dietz, Dave Encinas, Rick Falato,        
Gayle Jacobs, Ruth Prince, and Fred Wayne 
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN  
Mark 10:2-16 
 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Mark 10:17-31 
 
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN  
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 
 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN  
Mark 10:46-52 

October 

Marina Olvera 02 
Chanel Bravo 03 
Brooke Keith 03 
Tim Andrus 04 
Ashley Brown 04 
Isabelle Shatters  04 
Melissa Myers 06 
Steven Redmon 06 
Joanne Vitek 06 
Wendy Walker 06 
Melissa Lee 07 
John Reeder 07 
John Morello 08 
Kyle Pratt 08 
Tony Campos 09 
Emily Mallon 09 
Alex Betzwiser 12 
Gail Fisher 12 
Bob Kolowski 12 
Avery Ramirez 12 
Mike Ramirez 12 
Lane Elleby 13 
Dakota Kolowski 13 
Eric Redmon 13 

Diane Dillow 15 
Jeffrey Pratt 15 
Aimee List 16 
Colton Pranga 16 
Alex Houle  18 
Julie Gette 19 
Frank Yabsley 20 
Emelia Ciccolini 23 
Kamron Brewick 24 
Bradley Brown 26 
Dee Cruise 26 
Rhonda Matlock 28 
Mary McCracken 28 
Sondra Shatters 28 
Lori Redmon 29 
 

Date Acolytes Liturgists Sermon Titles 

10/06/2024 Benjamin DeFuss Salli Walden 
Beyond Limits: The Heart of the 

Table  

10/13/2024 Gabe Keith Salli Walden Beyond Limits of Possibilities  

10/20/2024 Evan Griffin John Morello Beyond Limits: God's Whirlwind 

10/27/2024 Isabelle Shatters TBD Beyond Limits: Acting Out Faith  

October Anniversaries 

10/12 John & Kathy Reeder  19 Years 
10/13 Tim & Tracy Andrus  23 Years 
10/25 Carol & John Schulz 49 Years 
10/26 Gavin & Lori Redmon  39 Years 
10/26 Brad & Natalie Schroder 11 Years 
10/28 Megan & Sara Gelsomino 7 Years 
10/30 Jeff & Kathy Farren  53 Years 
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Yorkville Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 

409 Center Parkway 
Yorkville, IL 60560 

Phone: (630) 553-7308 
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org 

Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org 

 October 2024 

Our Mission Statement  
To live as Jesus lived:  Love without Judgement, Welcome without Exception,  

Serve with Compassion, Teach by Example.  
 

Our Vision Statement 
God’s community of unconditional love, made real for everyone, everywhere. 

 

Open & Affirming Covenant 
YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of God—persons from the full diversity of 

creation including gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and intellectual ability, age, race, 
nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing and family structure—where they are on life’s 

journey as together we seek to transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel. 

 Watch our church services on the internet!! 

Facebook: Click here  OR 

1.  Go to our YCUCC             
               Facebook page. 
2.  Click on the videos tab 
              on the left side of the          
              home page. 
3.  Scroll down to select          
               the appropriate   
              sermon  date. 
4.  Click the arrow to view 
              the sermon video. 

Website: Click here OR 

1.  Go to our                                       
               YorkvilleUCC.org  
                home page. 
2.   Click on the Worship/        
               Media Tab. 
3.  Scroll down to select            
              the appropriate sermon 
             date. 
4.  Click the arrow to view   
             the sermon video. 

YouTube.com: Click here OR 

1.  Go to the search bar. 
2.  Type in "Yorkville                    
             Congregational United                         
           Church of Christ". 
3.  Click on the channel. 
4.  Select the appropriate             
       sermon date. 
5.  Click the arrow to view the 
        sermon video. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/yorkvilleucc/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://yorkvilleucc.org/media/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNpDt_3tB1VbyNbsiihhv_g

