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2020 

Yorkville Fireworks are on!  

Same time, Same place!  

Enjoy the show! 
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Well, this is the final time I will be reaching out to you all with one of my 
“Musings”. July 26

th
 will be my last Sunday as your pastor. As I reflect 

on the 12 years, we have ministered to each other and to our  
community, I am filled with wonderful memories, and gratitude. 
 

Michelle’s late husband, Pastor Bill Leslie, who was the founding pastor of LaSalle Street Church in 
Chicago, was once asked if he was proud of all the good ministries that came out of LaSalle Street 
Church during his tenure as it’s pastor. Bill’s response: “I feel I was blessed to be in a position to say 
‘yes’ to some really visionary people in the congregation who had great ideas about ways we could 
serve and help satisfy the unmet needs of this community. So, yes, I am proud to have served with 
them.” 
  

That is how I feel about my time at YCUCC. This was not a place where I had a good ministry, this 
was a time when WE did good ministry for God, TOGETHER. So, I’ll recount a few of the good 
things that we have done together in the last 12 years, because there is not enough room in this  
article to list ALL the ways we’ve served God and God’s people. 
 

First, let me point out that you have always been a forward-looking church family, who had the eyes 
to see the unmet needs of those around you. Before I came to Yorkville, this congregation helped 
found the Kendall County Food Pantry to feed the hungry and poor. You also helped push the    
county to build the two subsidized housing units on West Kendall Drive, so those on the margins 
might have a home. And lives have been changed, the love of Christ shared through those          
ministries. 
 

During the interim before I got here, the “Ministries of Passion” arose. A pet ministry worked with  
Animal Control to care for homeless pets. Green Group was formed to promote better stewardship 
of God’s creation. When I arrived, Green Group had just sponsored the first-ever electronics         
recycling drive in Kendall County – which spurred the city to finally begin its own electronics          
recycling program. 
 

I bring this up to affirm that the Holy Spirit has long been nudging you, and you have all been  
listening, long before I arrived. I was just someone God sent to say yes to you and the calls God 
gave you, and to occasionally push the wheel to keep it spinning.  
 

A couple years after I arrived, a group arose within this church to start Kendall County PADS, people 
who had hearts for homeless people in our community. I was able to say “Yes! This is something our 
savior calls us to do, and our faith inspires us to do. Go for it!” That same group became part of 
“Kendall Cares”, which coordinated and staffed several “Kendall Cares Clinics”, to meet the  
hygienic, medical, and dental needs of people in our community, as well as provide food and  
clothing. And again, the love of Christ was shared. And the experience has even transformed some 
of us.  
 

Shortly after I arrived, another “Ministry of Passion”, “God’s Gardeners”, had the vision to build a 
Labyrinth behind our church, and open it to anyone in the community, thus providing a place of 
peace, a place for spiritual reflection and connection for the people of our city. When they came to 
me with the idea, I said, “Yes – but you have to check with building and grounds!” (I grew up in the 
UCC, so I know I’m not really the boss!) 
 

Not long after, someone said to me, I am feeling called to begin Stephen Ministry here. After a     
couple of informational meetings, several others felt the same call to care for others. Having been 
involved with Stephen Ministry when I was a lay person, I was able to say “Yes, caring for others is 
what our Savior calls us to do. Go for it!” In July we will be commissioning the 3

rd
 class of Stephen 

Ministers. Our 19 Stephen Ministers have provided one-on-one care to more than 45 people. Again, 
the love of Christ is shared, hearts are being healed, lives are being transformed. 
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A few years later, another group came to me and said that they believed God was telling them that 
YCUCC needed to become an Open & Affirming Church. That we needed to say officially that we 
welcome and accept into our church family people of all backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all  
abilities – We needed to say, out loud, that ALL of God’s children are welcome here. I was able to 
say “Welcoming all people is what Jesus did, so yes, go for it! But it will be a process and will take a 
vote of the whole congregation! (As I said, I grew up in the UCC and know I am not the boss – the 
congregation is!) 
 

I remember as we went through the process, it was done prayerfully and carefully, as we wanted to 
make sure everyone knew that their views mattered, and everyone felt heard. One day, as I spoke 
with one of our older members about the process, they said to me, “I thought we settled this back in 
the 1960’s when we put a sign up in front of the old church that said, ‘Everyone is welcome here.’” 
Well, we went through the process, and now more people, people from other nearby towns, know 
who we are, and several have come to join our church family. The love and extravagant welcome of 
Christ is shared, hearts and lives are transformed. Even the hearts of some of our own members 
were transformed. 
 

But it isn’t just that a few people had ideas and new ministries grew out of those ideas, it’s also the 
fact that everyone of the people in this church family always supports the visions others have, and 
helps the visions to be realized. In my time, I have observed that some folks donate extra money to 
help (like buy bricks for the labyrinth). Others prayed for the new ministries. Still others donated time 
(like all the PADS volunteers). And still others became cheerleaders and support people for those in 
the trenches. One of the things I most love about all of you, is that even if you aren’t feeling called to 
a particular ministry, you still pray for and encourage those who feel the call, to be a part of the “new 
things” God is always doing. You truly understand the nature of God’s community (Kingdom). 
 

I have also been reflecting on all the beloved family members we lost over the last 12 years, people 
who helped build this church and who positively influenced our faith, changed us with their love. And 
each time we lost someone, I was privileged to watch as you all rallied around their loved ones,  
supporting them with food, with care, with the love of Christ. I know how much that means, because  
I experienced that rallying support from you when I lost my dad, my son Matt, and recently my mom.  
 

My point is that we have been through a lot together in the last 12 years, and in both good and bad 
times, it has really been a pleasure and a blessing doing ministry WITH you. You have made my 
time as your pastor not just enjoyable, but meaningful and transformational. We have been a good 
team! And you have been the best “team-mates” I could have ever hoped for!  
 

As I leave you, I want to urge you to keep doing what you do so well. Keep supporting one another. 
Continue to welcome strangers and outcasts. Pray for each other. Keep loving and accepting the  
rejected and marginalized. Keep working for justice for all people and for our planet. Keep offering 
hope to the hopeless. Keep shining the light of Christ into the dark places of our world. Keep being 
who you have been, who you are – The community/Kingdom of God in Kendall County. 
 

Finally, I want to again say thank you. Thank you for being faithful, for being so loving, for offering 
healing and hope and blessings, to each other, to our city and county, and also to me. I thank God 
for you and want you to know that you will always be in my heart (Michelle’s too!), no matter where 
we live.  
 

With love in Christ, 
 

Pastor Mark 
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I find it hard to believe that we are approaching the month of July especially since the last several 
months have been spent living in an unusual type of hibernation called “shelter in place”. But time 
moves forward regardless of life’s challenges and how unforeseen tragedies such as COVID-19 can 
impact our “normal” way of life. I also find it hard to believe that I have completed my two year SLT 
leadership position as Chairperson and a total of five years serving on the board.  
 

I am so grateful for the support of Pastor Mark, the entire board and for every church member 
throughout this experience. As I look back, there was a combination of wonderful experiences and 
of difficult challenges, but I will always be grateful to have had the honor to serve our incredible 
church throughout this time.   
 

Change can be challenging but it is a process not an event. We have been experiencing worshiping 
virtually and preparing for the biggest change in over eleven years as we say our final good-byes to 
our beloved Pastor Mark. It’s sometimes impossible to believe he is leaving and yet his retirement is 
a change I believe we can all accept and respect. Once Mark leaves on his exciting new journey, 
we will need to deal with the change of having an Interim Pastor and then searching and hiring our 
settled Pastor within the next one to two years. Again, this is a process, not a singular event and we 
can enjoy our memories of the past, deal with the present and plan for our future. 
 

For now, I want to relish my past experience, live in the present and welcome the future. I am so  
excited that our board has a great balance of new and experienced Shepherds. I know that this 
board will serve our church well now and in the future. I want to welcome our new Chairperson,  
Aaron Shatters who served two years as Vice Chairperson and our new Vice Chairperson  
Deanna Bazan. I also want to welcome Stacy Skinner as Christian Education: Children and Youth 
Shepherd and Aimee List as our Christian Education: Adult Shepherd. I also want to give a huge 
thank you to Sarah Pottinger who served as our past Children and Youth Education Shepherd. 
 

I hope that each of you can embrace the coming changes and look forward to the time we can  
actually be with each other once again in our beautiful sanctuary. In the meantime, please continue 
to give of your offerings, time and talents, and stay safe and well. Also enjoy celebrating our nation’s 
freedom and independence and pray that “change” will bring peace and healing to our country. 
 

With my    

 

 

 

Sandy deRidder 
Past SLT Chairperson 
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Building and Grounds                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Mary Ellen Anderson:  630-674-4345 
Office Hours Tuesday – Thursday 8:00 am – 2:30 pm                                                                                             Bldmgr@yorkvilleucc.org
                                                  

 

Hot days of summer are upon us. The building and grounds men  
continue to come every Tuesday to meet, work and have lunch  
together. Their flat roof patches seem to be holding so they replaced 
the damaged ceiling tile. They made two runs picking up items for the 
fall rummage sale. We have NO MORE ROOM to store things for the 
sale! The front entrance way windows have been washed. They helped 
with the installation of the new projector. They removed the hymnal, 
bibles, and other papers from the pews in preparation for our soft  
reopening of worship. We met with the insurance adjustor about the flat 
roof leak in the north east corner that has caused structural damage. 
Our local contractors are terribly busy, but we are on their list for repair 
work and Art Prochaska is continuing as our project manager. 
 

Pam and Andy Hamblin donated irises and Andy and Diane Dillow planted them in the labyrinth  
garden. Sue and Berry Kimes have been weeding and planted hostas also in the labyrinth garden.  
If you enjoy gardening, we always could use your help with keeping our gardens beautiful for all to 
enjoy.   
 

Barb Davis donated money for a new window in the two / three-year-old classroom. We appreciate 
her generosity. Replacing the windows to a fixed window has been a long-term project. We are  
trying to replace two windows a year and our men do the installation and finishing work. As of  
June 2020, we have replaced ten windows and have thirteen left to do to finish the project.   

Graduate Update: 
 

It is with much regret that we missed graduate Morgan List in our last newsletter. Congratulations 
Morgan! 

. 
 

 

 

Morgan List, University of Kansas graduate 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

Morgan graduated from the University of Kansas with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Applied        
Behavior Science with a focus on early childhood autism intervention. Morgan played the piccolo 
with the Marching Jayhawks for 3 years, played flute with Symphonic Band for 1 semester and 
with the University Band 2 semesters. Morgan studied abroad at Uppsala University in Uppsala, 
Sweden for a semester. She will attend the University of Kansas Medical School's occupational 
therapy doctoral program in the fall.   

 

mailto:Bldmgr@yorkvilleucc.org
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A Stephen Minister could just the person to care, listen, walk with you on your life’s 
journey. 
 

Contact Carrie DeFuss or Lou Ann Hoffman to find out how this caring ministry can of 
help to you. 

 

Christ caring for people through people. 
 

 

Stewardship Thought… 
 

How much is God leading me to give in freewill offerings? Only God can answer that question.  
That means we need to ask Him. He hasn’t established one set amount or percentage for voluntary  
offerings. Maybe that’s precisely so we will need to pray and seek His guidance, which He promises 
(James 1:5). It is our job to listen and obey. 
 

In God’s economy when you give, you gain. 
 

========== 
 

You gain blessings of joy and gladness of heart. 
You gain the satisfaction of seeing a need met. 

You gain treasures in heaven and the increase to give again. 
 

========== 
 

When God puts you in a position that requires you 
to receive from another, do it with graciousness, with 

gratefulness, and with humility. Don’t deny the 
other person the blessing of giving to you. 

 
Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
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Outreach and Welcoming  
 

As we move into Phase 4 of our stay at home order there are many things to get excited about. 
  

Yes, we will still have to wear masks, social distance and keep our hands washed. 
 

Yet in the bigger picture we are once again going to be allowed to see each other. 
  

Returning to normal though, let us take a look at that 
  

 After reading Donna Schaper Daily Devotional “How long, O Lord “ – Palm 13:1 
 

 I had a different perspective. 
  

“Every third person asks me when I think we are going back to normal. I quip, “Never.” My neighbor 
mows his grass, asks me how I am doing, then asks about the return of normal. The UPS man says 

the same. The mailwoman the same. My daughter and daughters-in-law ask the same. 
 

I do not mean to be mean. There is so much loss and already lost and not-coming-back stuff – from 
my regular way of a day, to the subway, to my grocery shopping, to my husband’s birthday party  

arrangements. Not to mention the way death moved into my apartment and has not really left. “Did 
you wash your hands?” my intimates ask me when I walk in the door. They do not say it nicely. 

 

I simply want to be sure everybody understands that things weren’t that terrific  
in early 2020 or before. 

 

It seemed like every weekend we had another serial killer. The climate was getting hotter and  
angrier. People actually had to form a movement to affirm, “Black Lives Matter.” DUH.  

Also “Me too.” DUH. The rich were getting richer and the poor getting poorer. 
 

With the virus, more people see how real racism is. How real it is that women are 80%  
of essential workers. We knew these things already, but some of us didn’t recognize them.  

We were dying before Coronavirus, but some of us ignored it. 
 

We don’t need to go back. We need to go forward. Forward to justice,  
forward to green, and forward to sanity.” 

 

Prayer 
Help me get as excited about going forward as about going back. 

Amen.  

 

Missions Ministry 
 

Our 5 for 5 offering “Strengthen the Church” has come to $170.00. 
 

Missions budget line items sent in are: Open Door $300.00; Illinois Conf Life Link $100.00; 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        and Conf of Seminaries (CUE) $100.00. 
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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 and  
Ps 45:10-17 or  
Song of Sol 2:8-13 
Zech 9:9-12 and Ps 145:8-14 
Rom 7:15-25a 
Matt 11:16-19, 25-30  
Chosen Journeys 
 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Gen 25:19-34 and Ps 119:105-112 
Isa 55:10-13 and Ps 65:(1-8), 9-13   
Rom 8:1-11 
Matt 13:1-9, 18-23 
A House Divided 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Gen 28:10-19a and Ps 139:1-12, 23-24  
Wisd of Sol 12:13, 16-19 or 
Isa 44:6-8 and Ps 86:11-17  
Rom 8:12-25 
Matt 13:24-30, 36-43    
Wheat and Weeds Together 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREEN 
Gen 29:15-28 and Ps 105:1-11, 45b or 
Ps 128  
1 Kings 3:5-12 and Ps 119:129-136 
Rom 8:26-39 
Matt 13:31-33, 44-52 
Weaving the Future 

July Birthdays 

Paul Mulligan 01 
Dan Brain 02 
Esther Fraser 02 
Corey Clevenger 05 
Trevor List 05 
Brynn Martinez 06 
Natalie Schroder 07 
Nathan White 07 
Brenda Bazan 10 
Mack Skinner 10 
Hannah Pierce 11 
Betty McClure 12 
Oliver Downs 14 
Jillian Runkle 17 
Amy Kosulie 17 
Bob Fisher 19 
Jerry Ladson 19 
Rhonda Ladson 20 
Jacob Kolowski 21 

Nan Miller 21 
Dusty Rhodes 21 
Dave Sheble 21 
Wayne Cruise 22 
JoAnne Matlock 22 
Rosey Clark 22 
Donna Gallo 23 
Ryan Strong 23 
Pat Ruzicka 24 
Monica Sartori 25 
Scott Myers 25 
Brecken Tsusaki 27 
Keith Frisk 28 
Nicole Homerding 28 
Chris Andrus 29 
Roger Anderson 30 
Dawn Ginger 31 
Dave Heywood 31 
 

July Anniversaries 

7/01 Mark Gregory & Michelle Prentice-Leslie 20 years 
7/02 Roger & Jean Anderson                           26 years 
7/09              Tom & Sandy Lindblom                                                                                   54 years 
7/09 Matthew Parrilli & Whitney Trumble           4 years 
7/12 Brian & Deanna Bazan                             23 years 
7/14 Bob & Gail Fisher                                     63 years 
7/14 Jon & Lori Runkle                                     36 years 
7/18 Barry & Sue Kimes                                   49 years 
7/20 Randy & Amy Ems                                   39 years 
7/20 Paul & Dawn Mulligan                              34 years 
7/21 Alex & Mia Skinner                                     2 years 
7/26 Alex & Jamie McLeod                              12 years 
7/30 Fred & Mary Ellen Anderson                    54 years 

Date Greeters Liturgists Guardians 

7/5 TBD TBD Fred Dickson 

7/12 TBD TBD Jeff Farren 

7/19 TBD TBD Andy Hamblin 

7/26 TBD TBD Jeff Kline 

 

Altar Guild 
 
 

July, 2020 
Joe & Tracy Duran 

August, 2020 
Jan Essex & Joann Morr 
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Announcing 
YCUCC - Back to Church! 

 
We are now in Phase 4 of Illinois’ re-opening plan, in which “gatherings of 50 people or fewer are allowed”, 
we plan to begin holding in-person worship services beginning on Sunday, July 5 th. 

Leadership has discussed how to safely gather for worship and has taken all the necessary steps to make 
our worship time as safe as possible.  

We are planning on holding 2 Services every Sunday, 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.; each Monday you will      
receive an email to register for the upcoming service. If you do not have or use email, call the office to      
register.   

For those who don’t feel comfortable attending in-person worship, we will continue to live-stream the        
10 a.m. service, and it will be available for viewing on Facebook or the church website.  

     •  Everyone is to enter the building by the main doors. South door will be locked.  
     •  Each service will be limited to 50 people or less. 
     •  We need everyone to make a reservation for the service you plan to attend to be  sure we have room           
                  for everyone. We will try to assign you a seat near where you normally sit (no promises, but we will do      
                   our best). 
     •  The pews and washrooms will be cleaned and disinfected, along with other “high touch surfaces” before 
          each service. 
     •  The church will open 15 minutes before service and service will be limited to 40 minutes.  
     •  Face masks will be required upon entry and MUST remain on until you exit the building.  
     •  Hand sanitizer will be provided, and we ask that you use it upon entering the building.  
     •  Members of the same household can sit together without social distancing.  
     •  People from separate households will need to sit at least 6 feet apart.  
     •  If you want to sing along with Tina for the hymns, words will be on the screen, but you will still need to          
           wear your facemask. 
     •  Choirs will not perform. There may be soloists or duets to provide additional music.  
     •  We will not pass the peace. 
     •  We will not pass the offering plate, but a box will be provided where you can place your offerings as you 
          enter or leave the building. 
     •  We will not do communion as part of worship, but we are considering other options.  
     •  There will be NO children’s activities or nursery services.  
     •  Children will be expected to sit with their parents. 
     •  Parents, if you feel the need to take your children out of the sanctuary (if they get antsy), the Nursery              
                 will be open so you can be in the nursery with your children during service, and still be able to hear the     
                service through the speaker in that room. You may NOT leave them in the nursery, as their will be no           
              attendants as mentioned above.  
     •  Fellowship hall and the kitchen will be closed. 
     •  There will be no fellowship time after the benediction, and we ask that everyone leave the building                
               quickly, one section at a time. You are welcome to stay and fellowship with people in the parking lot if        
                 you so desire. 
     •  Signage will be displayed detailing guidelines. 
      
      

We appreciate your cooperation in making our worship time safe and meaningful for everyone.  
 
 

We look forward to seeing you back at church!  
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Staff Sgt. Ryan Strong, son of Tim & Laurie Strong 

Bill Andersen 
Michelle Atwood 
Myrah Baldwin 
Lynn Belcher 
Earl Bushnell 
Jim Dirst 
Joe Duran 

Sue Monahan 
Pat Rogers 
Pearl Undesser 

Kylie Brewick’s sister-in-law’s mom - leukemia 

Health Concerns: 

Gail Fisher 
Mary Freeman 
David Hembree 
Karen Hess 
Cliff Jahp  
Bob Johnston 
Rhonda Ladson 

Diana Lee 
Barry Leggett 
Mazie Marshall 
Wendy Meyers 
Joanne O’Brien 
Doug Pierce 
Macayla Poch 

Debbie Potempa 
Andrea Prochaska 
Dale Prochaska 
Larry Rezash 
Walter Scott 
Bob Stout 
Marie Wayne 

Those Grieving: 

The Inukai Family, The Fischer Family, The Vitek Family, The Strong Family  

Those in Cancer Treatment: 

Andrea Andres 
Tommy Marcum 
Michelle Meyers 

General Concerns: 

Brian Homerding 
Justine Jahp 
Lee Kinkade 
 

Ruth Prince 
Michelle Terri 
Fred Wayne 

Homebound/Assisted Living: 

Jim Follmer  
Andrea Prochaska 

Dorothy Sanderson 
 

 

The people who work on the 
front lines of the virus -      
doctors, nurses, healthcare 
workers, nursing home      
workers, first responders. 



11 



12 

 
 Yorkville Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
 

409 Center Parkway 
Yorkville, IL 60560 

Phone: (630) 553-7308 
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org 

Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org 

July, 2020 

Our Mission Statement  
To live as Jesus lived:  Love without Judgement, Welcome without Exception,  

Serve with Compassion, Teach by Example.  
 

Our Vision Statement 
God’s community of unconditional love, made real for everyone, everywhere. 

 

Open & Affirming Covenant 
YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of God—persons from the full diversity of 

creation including gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and intellectual ability, age, race, 
nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing and family structure—where they are on life’s 

journey as together we seek to transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel. 

 Watch our church services on the internet!! 

Facebook: Click here  OR 

1.  Go to our YCUCC   
 Facebook page. 
2.  Click on the videos tab 
 on the left side of the 
 home page. 
3.  Scroll down to select 
 the appropriate  sermon 
date. 
4.  Click the arrow to view 
 the sermon video. 

Website: Click here OR 

1.   Go to our 
 YorkvilleUCC.org  home 
page. 
2.  Click on the Worship/
 Media Tab. 
3.  Scroll down to select 
 the appropriate sermon 
date. 
4.  Click the arrow to view 
 the sermon video. 

YouTube.com: Click here OR 

1. Go to the search bar. 
2. Type in "Yorkville          
 Congregational United 
 Church of Christ". 
3. Click on the channel. 
4. Select the appropriate     
 sermon date. 
5. Click the arrow to view the 
 sermon video. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/yorkvilleucc/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://yorkvilleucc.org/media/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNpDt_3tB1VbyNbsiihhv_g

