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This week I got to thinking about the fact that summer is upon us. It’s time for vacations, and picnics and
block parties. Time to get out our bicycles (and motorcycles!) for long sun-soaked rides. Time for outings at
the beach and hikes in the woods. And as I was thinking about all that, a song I remember hearing on the
radio a lot in the summer when I was a kid popped into my head (Okay, I will admit that I am dating myself
when I admit this, but - Oh well!). The late Nat King Cole made the song popular on his 1963 record album
of the same name. The name of the song? “Those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”.
The lyrics went like this:

Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
Dust off the sun and moon and sing a song of cheer
Just fill your basket full of sandwiches and weenies
Then lock the house up, now you're set
And on the beach…
There was more to it than that, but I think you’ve gotten the gist of the song.
Now you may be wondering where I am going here, but stay with me. There is a point to all this.
As he was beginning to close his letter to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul asks the people in that church to:

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same time pray for us as
well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of Christ, for
which I am in prison, so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should. – Colossians 4:2-4
As a pastor, I understand Paul’s request of the Colossians congregation, because it is my job to publicly
proclaim “the mystery of Christ” from the pulpit every Sunday morning. I can tell you from first-hand
experience, that most pastors are able to see themselves in Paul's shoes. And I can also tell you that all
pastors welcome prayers from the members of their churches (all of you folks!) for guidance, wisdom, and
eloquence as we write and preach our sermons.
But what about all of you, the average person in the pews? Can you not also see yourselves in Paul's shoes?
After all, there are many ways to proclaim the mystery of Christ. We all (not just us pastors!) have
opportunities every day to profess that his resurrection gave us a revelation of God’s grace-full and forgiving
nature. We all (not just us pastors!) have encounters where we have the chance to share his teachings of
inclusion and nonviolence. In his life, we all (not just us pastors!) have been given an example of how to live
with love for our neighbors by: feeding the hungry; clothing the naked; visiting the prisoner; comforting and
healing the sick and the lost. In fact, for many people, the good news of Christ's resurrection is heard and
experienced more clearly through kind and loving actions during the week than it is through words from the
pulpit on Sunday morning.
This concept of "actions speak louder than words" is one with deep roots in the church. In the words
commonly attributed to St. Francis of Assisi from the twelfth century, "Preach the Gospel at all times, and if
necessary, use words."
And thanks for staying with me, because here is the point of all this.
As we enter those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer, many folks tend to drift away from the church. After all,
there is so much to do in the summer - yard work, golf, canoeing, hiking, swimming, baseball games – the list
goes on. There is so much we enjoy, so much fun to have! We all want to get out and enjoy those lazy,
hazy, crazy days of summer.
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And as we enter those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer, I want to encourage you all to live and have fun,
and enjoy the warmth and beauty of the summer season, wherever and however you may spend it! We need
recreation and relaxation – it’s good for our bodies, our minds, and our spirits!
But I also want to encourage you not to let those lazy, hazy, crazy days, entice you to get lazy with your
worship of God. Don’t let the summer season entice you to give others a hazy view of your devotion to
Christ. Don’t let the fun of the summer make you crazy enough to forget to let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly!
Think about how you might proclaim the mystery of Christ, in a clear way to your friends and neighbors this
summer. How might you proclaim Christ’s love and grace so that others see it, and feel it, as you have fun,
and enjoy this summer season?
And know that I, will be praying for you to do everything you do this summer in the name of Jesus, and I’ll
be praying for God to open to you a door for the word, so that you may declare the mystery of Christ, and
reveal Him clearly, and lovingly to someone who needs Him!

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Mark
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom…And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. – Colossians 3:14-17

Would you like a keepsake of our former church building? The
Chapel on the Green NFP now has these available for $20 each.
They are about five and a half inches tall and have a history of
the church on the back. If you would like one, see Jeff Farren or
email him at jfarren290@aol.com. This building, on West
Center Street across from the Town Square Park, was the home
of the Yorkville Congregational Church from 1855 until we
moved to our current location.

A Stephen Minister will care, listen and
encourage you.
Christ caring for people through people

Contact Pastor Mark, Becky Jerabek or
Lou Ann Hoffman
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Shepherds Leadership Team
Taking the summer off? Not this church
Although the regular Sunday School year has drawn to a close, there is still a LOT going on at
Yorkville Congregational Church.
Work done by the Building and Grounds Committee is very obvious as you pull into the church
parking lot. The siding has been painted by Andy Hamblin, Norm Kuhman, Jim Davis, Tony Houle
and Pat Dietz. This committee has done a ton of work on the building upkeep and improvements
in the past year. Their volunteer labor has allowed the church to use some of the money which
had been budgeted for paid staff for materials instead. Plans for the rest of the year include
putting in some mulch and installing rock around the perimeter of the church to prevent nicks by
mowers. Some of the members have even used their own Menards rebate checks for church
supplies.
The Christian Education Ministry is already busy planning next year's curriculum- not to mention
finalizing plans for Vacation Bible School and summer church school.
Missions committee members are planning the fall stewardship campaign and Soup Sunday dates
have been set for next year.
Worship Serving committee members are already looking ahead to Advent services.
Outreach and Evangelism continues to send cards to new area residents, inviting them to visit our
church. They also line up the folks to greet everyone each Sunday.
Fellowship volunteers keep the coffee fresh after worship each week- as well as setting out other
treats.
Information Shepherd Diane Lee has been working on the church website- yorkvilleucc.org- and
tracking visits to the site.
Our church will join in Yorkville's Fourth of July celebration with both a float in the parade and a
tent in the Town Square Park. Christian Education Director Barb Thurlby found some bargains on
items for us to distribute that day and we have found a popcorn machine to use in the park.
A fundraiser is scheduled for the church with a visit to the Joliet Slammers baseball game on
Wednesday, August 9th. See me or Joe Duran to order tickets. The price is $10 per ticket but our
church gets $5 per ticket back!
The City of Yorkville already contacted us about hosting Touch A Truck again during Hometown
Days over Labor Day weekend. We’ll be there from noon to 4pm on Saturday, September 2nd.
And there are still a few things YOU can do, too.
•
Continue to come to worship services each Sunday.
•
Sign up to teach or help with Summer Sunday School for a week or two. Your one
hour of help provides some relief to regular teachers.
•
Take a tag from the Giving Tree in the Narthex- maybe for a bag of candy to
distribute during the July 4 parade. We're going to need plenty!
•
Volunteer to greet one Sunday. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex.
•
Consider bringing in your own Menards rebate checks for use by the church.
•
Think about ways you can become more active in the church. What are your
interests? Is there a group you would like to join or work with? Don't be shy. The
work of our church takes the entire church congregation. Your help will be very
welcome- this summer and always.
Kathy Farren, Shepherds Leadership Team chair
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Need to email the church?
If you need to contact any of the church staff members via
email, please note their correct addresses:
Pastor Mark Gregory- markgregry@gmail.com
(Note: there is no "o" in Gregory in the address)
Christian Education Director Barb Thurlby- ced@yorkvilleucc.org
Administrative Assistant Susan Lange- adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org
Building Manager Mary Ellen Anderson- bldmgr@yorkvilleucc.org
PLEASE NOTE: The church email addresses NO LONGER INCLUDE A HYPHEN. If you are still
using the former email addresses with hyphens, your message will be lost in cyberspace

Stewardship & Missions Ministry
Keeping you informed where some of our Missions Budget allotment goes.
Designated monies from the missions ministry budget disbursed to the following:
IN MARCH

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
IL. CONFERENCE/BENSENVILLE
IL. CONFERENCE/CUE

$350.00
$650.00
$400.00

IN MAY

SPECIAL OLYMPICS – KENDALL COUNTY
STARVED ROCK COUNTRY COUMMUNITY
FOUNDATION (SRCCF) NAPLATE/OTTAWA
TORNADO VICTIMS
BRIDGER TRIP TO SOUTH DAKOTA

$200.00
$300.00

OPEN DOOR – SANDWICH, IL
KENDALL COUNTY FOOD PANTRY

$350.00
$450.00

IN JUNE

$500.00
$700.00

Our next 5 for 5 Mission Offering will be “Strengthen the Church” to be collected on
Sunday, June 4th, 2017. Envelopes are in this Happenings Letter and in the church pews
for your convenience. The “Strength the Church” offering supports brand new churches
that bring hope to people on the margins who wouldn’t set foot in church otherwise.
It helps establish churches to begin projects working with refugees and immigrants. To fund creative ideas
experimenting with new way Christian millennials are gathering. We help churches work together in
visioning who they are and who they can be in 2017 and for years to come.
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Reflecting on the Past Year
in Sunday School
As we finish the regular year
of Sunday School, my mind is
full of wonderful memories
that I’d like to share with you.
“Kid’s Church” kept children coming to
worship with their families through the
summer and our Vacation Bible School was
a great success. Fun was had by all who
attended as well as all who
helped with the program.
Our awesome Sunday School teachers - Sarah
Pottinger, Norm Kuhman, Deanna Bazan, Gavin
Redmon and Jenna Anderson - lead our children
weekly using the “Seasons of the Spirit” UCC
curriculum.
Our Sunday School children generously supported the following
mission offerings: Fleece Blankets for Central DuPage Hospital
Children’s Ward, UNICEF, Birthday Party in a Bag for the Food
Pantry, Hats & Mittens for the Food Pantry, “Souper Bowl of
Caring” for the KCFP and OCWM Blanket Mission.
We also had several fun “special days” in Sunday
School:
Rally Day - we made a new banner with this year’s
theme “Be the Hands, Feet and Heart of Jesus”Hay Ride with Mr. Ben, Christmas Pancake
Breakfast, Celebrating Winter Snow, Camp Sunday,
Egg Hunt and Grandparent’s Day.
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The children’s performance in the
Christmas Pageant was wonderful.
Parents and grandparents will hold this as
very precious memory.

We welcomed our
new Christian Education Director Barb
Thurlby this spring and she is awesome!
We have been blending our ideas together
and we both are excited about the coming
year.

Thank you parents for making Sunday School a family priority.
Your children are a true blessing to us.
Mary Ellen Anderson
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The library is beautiful. “A place of
quietness”
Thanks to all who made this happen. A very
special thank you to Andy Hamblin and Norm
Kuhman. They prepped and painted the
space. They then m oved the bookcases and
all the books.
Humbly and with heartfelt gratitude
Esther Fraser

Dear Friends:
Thank you for all your cards and
prayers. I appreciate every one of them.
To those who sent cards to my dear
other while she was in the nursing
home , I can’t thank you enough! All
your prayers were greatly appreciated .
A special thank you to Pastor Mark for
your kindness, support and prayers!
Love ,
Laurie Strong and family
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YCC KIDS NEWS!!
Calling all kids age 3 through 5th grade!! Vacation Bible School
is coming soon and you will not want to miss this Roman
adventure into the life of the Apostle Paul. VBS is July 9th
through July 13th, 2017, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The fee is
$15.00 per child and the fee includes nightly dinner. Register
early and receive a VBS iron-on transfer! You will not want to
miss this exciting summer event!
KIDS CHURCH IS UNDERWAY!
School is out and summer fun is just beginning! Summer fun begins at YCC as Kids
Church kicks off on Sunday, June 4th, 2017! June 4th is Pentecost Sunday so
celebrate with us and wear red! Kids Church will be loaded with music, games,
stories, crafts and outdoor fun. You will not want to miss a Sunday!
CALLING ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS!!
YCC is kicking off an exciting program just for middle school students. Sixth, seventh
and eighth graders…get ready!! A program designed just for you is coming soon!
The program will begin in the month of June, so watch closely for information and
announcements on this exciting new adventure!!
Please see Christian Education Director Barb Thurlby with questions, concerns or
suggestions for our children’s ministry! You can reach Barb at ced@yorkvilleucc.org.

Baseball Fundraiser
We’re headed to the Joliet Slammers baseball game on
Wednesday, August 9th. Tickets cost just $10 each and
the church earns $5.00 for each ticket sold. If you’re
interested, email Kathy Farren at
ednpub@earthlink.net or Joe Duran at
coyote@coyoteduran.com or just ask Kathy when
you see her!
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In Our Prayers
Those Grieving:
Family & Friends of Laurie Feltes
Family & Friends of Bobbie Obenauer
Those in Cancer Treatment:
Dan Duus
Cordial Gilette
Holly Mann
Kathy Pearce

Mary Ratos
Cheryl Roberts
Judy Schrand
Sandy Veselka

Debbie Vogel
Bill Wallace

Health Concerns:
Bill Andersen
Fred Anderson
Lynn Belcher
Bob Freeman

Joe Hudgins
Dale Keith
Michelle Meyers
Joanne O’Brien

John Patterson
Ethel Perkins
John Schneider
Duncan Skogsberg

General Concerns:
Tina Andersen
Mary Freeman
Karsjen Family

Dale Perkins
Michelle Terri
Marie Wayne

Homebound/Assisted Living:
Bob (Doc) Coleman
Cindy Coleman
Jim Follmer
Ralph Ginger

Andrea Prochaska
Dorothy Sanderson

Those in the Military:
Capt. Alex Houle, son of Tony & Laurie Houle
Marine Cpl. Christopher Johnson, son of Chris & Eva Schoenfielder
Staff Sgt. Ryan Strong, son of Tim & Laurie Strong
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June Birthdays
Ben Moe
Ed Niesen
Patrick Fahey
Tyler Drew
Lauren Betzwiser
Rebecca Morello
Stephanie Chaney
Ben Eichorst
Lee Kinkade
Matthew Olvera
Zachary Gette
Doug Clevenger
Paige Sartori
Jan DeFelice
Ashley Grube
Mary Ann
Doetschman
June Davis
Shawn Corwin
Brendon Reifsteck

3
3
3
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
7
7
11
13
13
14
14
18

Neil Ekwinski
Megghun Redmon
Amanda Matlock
Ralph Ginger
Coral Clevenger
Justine Jahp
Leo Meyers
Lisa Drew
Rick Matuna
Nancy Quantock
Susan Lange
Alison Strandell
Richard Skogsberg
Alexia Prochaska
Harv Knell
Deanna Bazan
Debbie Weaver
Makayla Duran
Pat Dietz

18
20
21
21
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
24
26
27
27
28
28
28
28

June Anniversaries
7
7
12
15

Doug & Jo Pierce
Ed & Katie Niesen
Brent & Cathy Ekwinski
Fred & Gail Gaebler

42 years
48 years
41 years
47 years

Pentecost Sunday
RED
Acts 2:1-21 or Num 11:24-30
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39
Pentecost Sunday
Strengthen the Church Mission Offering
Trinity Sunday
(1st Sunday after Pentecost)
WHITE OR GREEN
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20
This is Good
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Second Sunday after Pentecost - Proper 6)
GREEN
Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) *
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 OR
Exodus 19:2-8a * Psalm 100
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)
Sarah Laughed
Father’s Day
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Third Sunday after Pentecost—Proper 7)
GREEN
Genesis 21:8-21 * Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 OR
Jeremiah 20:7-13 * Psalm 69: 7-10, (11-15),
16-18
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39
Daring Discipleship

Date

Greeters

June 4th

Norm Kuhman & Ellie Gentile

June 11th

Pat Stewart & Joanne Vitek

June 18th

Gere’ Ryerson & Pat Stewart

June 25th

Mary Ellen & Earl Bushnell
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Yorkville Congregational UCC’s
Green Group sponsors free Movie Night
National Geographic Documentary Films
“From the Ashes”
A 2017 Tribeca Film Festival Selection
Friday, June 9, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m.
at Yorkville Congregational United Church of Christ
From the Ashes, a compelling feature documentary (80
minutes) that explores one of the country’s most
contentious topics — coal and the mining industry.
From the Ashes captures Americans in communities
across the country as they wrestle with the legacy of the
coal industry, and what its future should be under the
Trump administration.
From Appalachia to the West’s Powder River Basin, the
film goes beyond the rhetoric of the “war on coal” to present compelling and oftenheartbreaking stories about what is at stake for our economy, health and climate. The film
invites audiences to learn more about an industry on the edge and what it means for their
lives. (official trailer: YouTube/download)
“From the Ashes” is an important documentary
that underscores one of the most dominant and
controversial industries in the history of the United
States,” said Monroe. “The film explores the
reality of coal’s role in climate change while
offering insight into solutions that could help
revive the struggling economies of dying
mining towns and still safeguard the
environment.” This film amplifies the complex
conversation about the coal industry as well as
alternative forms of energy.
“For over a century, mining and energy companies have been privatizing coal’s profits while
socializing its costs. Coal plant pollution kills 7,500 Americans a year and causes many
more serious illnesses," said Michael R. Bloomberg, founder of Bloomberg Philanthropies
and co-author of the new book “Climate of Hope.”
“From the Ashes” shows the risks we face as a nation if we continue to rely on coal and
examines how Americans in local communities, including in coal country, are helping to
lead the transition toward cleaner air and stronger economies.”
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“From the Ashes” builds on Bloomberg’s environmental philanthropic work. Bloomberg
Philanthropies has committed over $100 million to move the U.S. away from coal and
toward clean energy through its Clean Energy Initiative and Beyond Coal efforts. As a UN
Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Cities and Climate Change, and in partnership with
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, Bloomberg convened more than 500 global cities at the firstever Climate Summit for Local Leaders at Paris City Hall during COP21. Beyond Coal, which
aims to secure the retirement of half the nation’s coal fleet, has already led to the closure
or phasing out of 250 coal-fired power plants and helped to prevent more than 5,550
premature deaths per year. Additionally, Bloomberg Philanthropies supports sustainability
in cities around the globe through C40, a network of more than 90 global megacities, and
other grants.
“Using media and technology to inform, connect and prompt action is in the DNA of
Bloomberg and we’re excited to harness the power of storytelling to reach new audiences
and inspire change at such a critical time in our history,” shared Bloomberg Philanthropies’
Katherine Oliver, who also serves as executive producer.
A free movie night
Popcorn and soft drinks
Child care available upon request
Optional: stick around for a lively discussion
Green Group needs 20+ people in the audience for a free viewing. Please sign up at the poster in the
narthex, or contact Anne Engelhardt: call 630-553-5073, text 630-308-5073 or email:
anneengelhardt@sbcglobal.net
To register your attendance, use this web link:
https://sierra.secure.force. com/events/details? formcampaignid= 7010Z000001uja1QAA
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Building and Grounds Committee
Beside the week to week, month to month and season to season repairs that come up, the
Building and Grounds Committee Members: Tony Houle, Lee Kinkade, Norm Kuhman and
Andy Hamblin addressed the following concerns:


















Cleaned up and sprayed often the Labyrinth. In the Fall, Andy spread the mulch
that was delivered by The Green Group.
Planted the new front gardens on both sides of our main entrance and trimmed
the bushes
All light sockets changed to be “kid safe”.
Replaced programable thermostats and sensors in the north furnace room
Narthex light fixtures changed to LED
Repaired and painted the siding on the south side of the church
Major repairs caused by roof leak in the table/chair storage room
Organized the garage.
Had yard light fixed and installed the light pole and fixture.
Reorganized the church office area and moved shelving units into the large
meeting room.
Cleaned out the youth rooms and small office room so it could be used as a
classroom.
Moved and set-up the office space for the new Christian Education Director
Moved the Building Manager to an office room.
Moved a shelf and coat hook unit into the nursery room
Painted and moved the church library to its new location.
Rebuilt our sanctuary light fixtures to take LED lights
Performed room to room inventory which will required updates
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11
9:00 am Missions
10:00 am Worship
Kid’s Church
11:00 am Coffee Time
Outreach & Welcoming

25
10:00 am Worship
Kid’s Church
11:00 am Coffee Time
1-5:00 pm Open House for
Ralph Ginger

10:00 am Worship
Kid’s Church
11:00 am Coffee Time
Worship & Serving

18 Father’s Day

Mon

26
10:30 am Building &
Grounds

19

5

Sun

4 Pentecost Sunday
10:00 am Worship—Communion
Strengthen the Church
Kids Church
11:00 am Coffee Time
Refugee Settlement Group

15
27
5:00 pm Bible Study

20
5:00 pm Bible Study

5:00 pm Bible Study
7:00 pm Stewardship

13

6
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

Tue

28
9 am Newsletter Mailing
12:00 pm Staff Meeting

21
12:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm CE Meeting

6:00 pm Pastoral Care

12:00 pm Extended
Staff Meeting

14
10:00 am Pastoral Care

7

Wed

June 2017

29

22

15
6:00 pm Financial Committee
7:00 pm SLT

8

1
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

Thu

30

Newsletter
Submission
Deadline

6:00 pm Set up for a Open
House birthday celebration
for Ralph Ginger 99 years
young

24

17
9:00am Men’s Fellowship

16

23

10

3
Bridger Mission Trip
June 3rd —11th

Sat

9
7:00—9:30 pm Green
Group Movie Night
Open to the Publlic

2

Fri

Our Vision - YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of God—persons from the full
diversity of creation including gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and intellectual ability,
age, race, nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing and family structure—where they are
on life’s journey as together we seek to transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel.
Our Mission - To nurture the divine spark within all people so that together we can advance God’s peace and justice, serve
others and care for creation with open minds, generous hearts and willing hands.
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